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deal every man” truth with his Neighbour. Eph. iv. 25. 
He that hath my word, let him ſpeak my word faithfully. What 
is the chaff to the wheat ? Saith the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 28, 
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eee, | 


why he has publiſhed them, - 
But the Editor chooſes. not to be 


known : much leſs to name the de- | 


ceaſed clergyman, or his nephew ; z 
between whom, this correſpondence 
was, for ſome time, carried on. 


N the Appendix, the reader may 
find an account of the writers : 
of theſe letters; ; how they came 


into the hands of the Editor ; and 


ut zel eta! 
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From the UNC ILE. 


Dear Couſin, 
M Got home, laſt ſaturday ; rad am 


I & returned, I thank Gop, in a much 

N. better ſtate of health, than I was 
in, when I went from home. The occaſion 
of my returning, ſooner than J propoſed, 
when I laſt wrote to you, was s this . 


Yeſterday, your Brother called upon me, 
in his way home. He dined with me; 
and, about five, took his leave, propoſing 
z > reach home, that evening. He told me 

he had been detained, two days, on his 
10 WM journey, at C®*#*, about that troubleſome 
affair, which you know of, and that it was 
now ſettled to his ſatisfaction. It was agreed 
lo, by both pron, that ####% 


— 


= - „ 
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But to come to the chief buſineſs of this 
letter. When I had aſked him concerning 
your health, O Uncle, ſaid he, you have loſt 
your parſon. You will imagine, I was not 
a little ſtartled at ſuch an anſwer, and 
thrown out, in ſuch a blunt manner ; which 
he percieving, preſently added, Sir, be not 
ſurprized: the man is alive, and in health; 
but the parſon is no more. How do you 
mean, Couſin ?” Why Sir, to be plain with 
you, my brother told me, in ſo many words, 
that he was determined, never to put on the 
gown ; that the objections, which he hath, 
againſt the terms, required by law, to a 
man's being admitted into orders, and offi- 
ciating in he Church of England, appeared 
to him, utterly unanſwerable ; and that, ac- 
, cording to his preſent way of thinking and 
judging, he 'cannot juſtify, his complying 
with them ; that he could not reconcile ſuch 
compliance with the ſenſe, which he had, 
of his duty to Gop, with his own inno— 
cence, and the peace of his own mind. 


This account gave me no ſmall concern 
and uneaſineſs, which 1 ſhall not be able to 
id 


I 
0 


id 
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05 my mind of, *till I hear from you, and 


am fully acquainted with the reaſons, upon 
which you are come to ſuch a reſolution ; 
(perhaps not then :) and the particular ob- 


jections, you have, againſt engaging in 


that honourable office, and employment of 
life, for which you were deſigned, by that 
good man, your father, now among the 
bleſſed ; and in the diſcharge of which, he 
pleaſed himſelf, with the hopes, of ſeeing 
you, one day, acquit yourſelf, worthily, 
and with applauſe. But it was not the will 
of Gop, it ſhould be ſo: for, before you 
were full eleven years old, you loſt the mo- 
nitor and guide of your youth, the beſt of 
fathers; and I, the kindeſt of brothers. 
As he had conſtituted me your guardian, 
he acquainted me, on his death-bed, that 
bis intention was, to have brought you up 
tor the. miniſtry of the Church, and deſired 
that, in purſuance of it, you might be ſent 
o the univerſity, at fifteen, if you ſhould 
live to that age. The care of you thus de- 
rolving upon me, by his appointment, I 
readily accepted the truſt: and I am ſure, 
you will, yourſelf, be my witneſs, with 
what fidelity and care I diſcharged it, not 

| © 2 only 


+ I. 
only in managing the fortune, which your 
father had left you; but likewiſe, in giving 
you, from time to time, the beſt inſtruction 
and advice, I could, relating to your ſtu- 
dies, and your moral conduct, and that not 
with any patruity, but with the tenderneſs 
of a father; and with the freedom and open- 
neſs of a friend. This I mention, that you 
may concieve, how great my diſappointment 
muſt be, if you ſhould decline the ſervice 
of the Church; which I had ſtill in view: 
not to upbraid you, nor to-put you in mind 
of any obligations to me; far from it; for, 
on the other hand, I muſt own, that, as 
the relation I ſtand in, to you, obliged me 
to do what lay in my power, to ſerve you; 
ſo you were worthy of all my care and 
concern about you. Your towardly genius 


and diſpoſition, the unwearied diligence | 


and application, with which you profecuted 
your ſtudies, and the proficiency you made, 


in them, deſerved all the aſſiſtance, and en- 
couragement, that I could give you. And 


to ſee, when you left the univerſity, (now 
three years ſince) that you anſwered the ut- 
moſt expectations, which I had, before 
hand, formed of you; though theſe were 


WPF 
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not low nor ſmall; to ſee you come out, ſo 
well furniſhed, ond qualified for fillirg up 
any ſtation 1 in the Church, that ſhould be aſ- 
ſigned you, with honour to the ſacred pro- 
feſſion, and reputation to yourſelf, this gave 
me the greateſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction. 
But now; the greater notion I had of your 
accompliſhments, and the higher my ex- 
pectations, from them, of your future uſe- 
fulneſs, in the Church, were raiſed; the 
greater muſt be my diſappointment, 24 my 
concern arifing from it: ſhould thoſe ac- 
compliſhments never be employed in that 
ſervice ; to prepare yourſelf for which, you 


ſpent ſo much time, and took ſo much 


pains, But, as well qualified as you were, 
| now with you had continued ſome time 
longer at the univerſity, or when you left 
it, had removed into the country, inſtead of 
going to London; where, I ſuppoſe, you 
have converſed with ſome, who have raiſed 
thoſe ſcruples in your mind, and laid thoſe 
difficulties in your way, which you find fo 
hard to get over, 


I would not have you think, from what 
| have here ſaid, that I am angry with you; 
| Or 


6 LE I. 
or that I entertain, in my mind, any unkind 
reſentment, any one thought to your, pre. 
judice, on this occaſion. I am perſuaded 
that, if you have taken up ſuch a reſolution, 
it is owing not to humour; nor to any low, 
contemptuous thoughts of the clerical Func- 
tion; nor to an apprehenſion of any re- 
ſtraints, which it may lay upon you, in your 
behaviour ; nor of any pains, which you will 
be obliged to take; or any difficulties and 
diſcouragements, that you may undergo, in 
diſcharging the duties, which belong to it; 
but that it proceeds, according to your 
brother's account, from a good principle, 
and an honeſt heart. And whatever you 
do, or refuſe to do, from ſuch a principle, 
it ſhall never leſſen the affetion and eſteem 
I have for you. I ſhall never be diſpleaſed 
with, nor think the worſe of, any man, for 
acting an honeſt, upright part, though the 
motive, or reaſon of his acting thus, or 
otherwiſe, may be grounded on ſome wrong 


notion, ſome miſtaken apprehenſion of the 


caſe; or of ſome circumſtances, that attend 
it. I would not, for the world, endeavour 
by any means, to influence, or by any con- 
ſiderations to perſuade, you to do any thing, 

= = 
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but what is conſiſtent with the character of 
an honeſt man, No! my dear Harry, fol- 
low, in the name of Gop, the reaſon and 
ſenſe of your own uncorrupted and unpreju- 
diced mind, wherever, and as far as ever, 
theſe ſhall lead you (2). Only let me ad- 
viſe you, not to be raſh and haſty, in a mat- 
ter of ſo great importance. See that your 
judgment be well informed; take care 
not only that your notions of right and 
wrong, lawful and unlawful in general, 
be true and clear ; but likewiſe that they be 
juſtly applied to the caſe in hand. Have 
you throughly weighed, and conſidered it, 
In every view? Have you fully ſtudied the 
point? Have you carefully read what hath 
been wrote, on both ſides of the queſtion ? 
And, upon the whole, are you ſure, your ſcru- 
ples and objections are well- grounded? If you 
cannot truly anſwer theſe queſtions, to your- 
elf, in the affirmative, let me prevail with 
you, to think the matter over again. You 
can hardly uſe too much thought and care, 
in a caſe, wherein your determining, this 
| way 
(a) Aye ode reibe Sal, ra} OG, TavTy ssl. Hierocl. 
in Carm. .. Carm. 28. = 


8 L 1 I. 
way, or that, muſt greatly affect the whole 


ſtate and courſe of the future part of your 
1 | N 


Vou ſee, Couſin, that, though my legal 
guardianſhip over you hath ceaſed, and been 
at an end, for ſome years paſt; I yet take 
upon me, to give you advice, and caution; 
and, I am ſure, you will not think me in. 
pertinent, or too buſy, in ſo doing. Such 
is the natural affection, which J have for 
you, that I cannot help concerning myſelf, 
in every thing of moment, that relates to 
vou, and has a connection with your inte. 
reſt; and this, you muſt be ſenſible of, 
Why then did you not open your mind, 
and communicate your thoughts, to me? 
Why did you not adviſe with me, before 
you came to ſuch a reſolution ? I muſt tell 
you, that, I think, I had a right to be o } 
much taken notice of; as to be conſulted 
with, by you, in an affair of this nature. 
And that, as I was not, I have ſome reaſon 
to complain, on this account ; . eſpecially, | 
as I never diſcouraged you, by a reſerved 
temper, or a diſtant, forbiding behaviour, 
1 1 from 
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from communicating your mind to me, up- 
on any occaſion, with the greateſt freedom. 


But, I hope, you are not ſo fixed, in your 


reſolution, but that you may be moved, 


and be perſuaded yet to alter your mind, 
upon a proper addreſs to your reaſon and un- 
derſtanding. The caſe of clerical conformity, 


upon a juſt repreſentation of it, may perhaps 


be made to appear to you, in a very different 


light from what you now fee it in; and you 


may be brought to think, and judge, of it, 


otherwiſe than you now do, and that upon 
rational conviction. Now this is what I 
would attempt, I will not ſay engage, to do; 
if you will but give me an opportunity. Let 
me know the difficukies, which lie in 
your way; and J will try to remove them. 


I have been now, two and thirty years, 
in orders; and, for a conſiderable part of 
that time, my fituation was ſuch, that it 
laid me under a peculiar and more than 


common engagement, to ſtudy the contro- 


verſy between the Church and Dzſſenters; 


and acquaint myſelf with the arguments, on 


both ſides. And, upon the whole, I think, 


C | =_—_ 2 
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pital, in the conſtitution of it; nor have they 
been able to make it appear, that any eſſen- 


 miniſiry: ſo that, I cannot fee any thing 


SS LETTER Xt 


that many of the objections, made by theſe, 


againſt conforming to the Church of England, 
as by law eſtabliſhed, may fairly be retorted 
upon them; and the things, which they 
find fault with, juſtified upon that principle, 
allowed and maintained by themſelves, 
namely, © that there ſhould be ſome Church. 
« eflabliſhment, in every chriſtian nation. 
And all their objections, taken together, how. WM 
ever they may ſhow the reaſonableneſs and 


expediency of making ſome alterations in the 
_ doctrine, diſcipline, or common ſervice of 


the Church, and ſo far may deſerve notice 
and regard; yet do not affect any thing ca- 


tial part of that, is bad, or wrong; that 
there is any thing in it, which hath, in it- 
ſelf, a tendency, to fruſtrate the end and 
deſign of the appointment of the chriſtian 


in the terms of miniſterial conformity, that “ 
is inconſiſtent with any moral, or religious i © 
obligation; any thing, but what a mann. 


may, innocently, and with a good confci- ch 


ence, comply with; even while ſome things F? F 


remain, as they are; which he would beo 


glad 


From the UNCLE. 11 
glad to ſee altered, or wholly laid aſide. 
That there are ſeveral things in the Church, 
which want mending, and which I ſhould 
be glad to ſee mended, eſpecially in the 
doctrine of it, is what I freely own. But I 
would not here anticipate what I may have 


occaſion to obſerve, when you have inform- 


ed me, what the particular objections are, 
which appear to you unanſwerable. 


I would have you open your mind freely, 
and without reſerve. I believe, you are ſa- 
tisfied, from the knowledge you have of me, 
that I am no bigot to any ſe#, or party of 
thriſtians, I can bear to have my _ notions 
examined; yea, and contradicted, without 
being in a paſſion. For I think the iniſters 
F Chriſt, eſpecially, ſhould be, as he was; 
and as he commands all his diſciples to be; 
meek and lowly in heart: and, according to 
the apoſtle's exhortation to Timothy, © in 
« meekneſs, inſtruct thoſe, that oppoſe 
© themſelves.” You need not then be under 


any check, or reſtraint, in declaring, to me, 


the real ſentiments of your mind; but what 
regard to truth, and decency, lays upon 
Jou, While you maintain this regard ; and, 


C 2 I am 


12 LS r SN J. 
I am ſure, you will religiouſly maintain it; 
lay your objections, as ſtrong, as you can; 
urge them as far, as you think, they will 
fairly go. If I anſwer them to your ſatisfac- 
tion, and remove your preſent doubts and 
ſcruples, I ſhall rejoice; as having done a 
piece of good ſervice, good in more reſpects 
than one.——If not, if I ſhould not ſucceed 
herein, to my with, I will preſs the affair 
no farther ; but quietly leave you to your 
own determination; to follow, without any 
diſturbance from me, the dictates and ſenti- 
ments of your own mind (4). And may the 
bleſſing of heaven reſt upon you, may the 
father of lights give you wiſdom, to direct 
you, in all your ways, 


My dear Harry, 
Farewel. 


J. M. 


— 


— — 


(6) Hor. Lib. II. ep. ii. 9 bone, quo virtus tua te vo- 
cat, i pede fauſto. 


LETTER 


C 1g 1 


| Rs $5 0D $:4 GOW 58 e. 


r 
Fin the In PHE w. 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, 
* HE ſenſe, which I have, of the 


1 ＋ 3% duty and reſpect, that I owe you, 


{ages Will not allow me, to conceal 
from you, what yet (I fear) will give you 
ſome uneaſineſs, when I have acquainted 
you with it; and, perhaps, abate ſomething 
of that kind regard, that tender, parental 
affection, which you always diſcovered to- 
wards me; and which I eſteem, as the 
greateſt bleſſing of my life; next to the fa- 
your of the Almighty, and the approbation 
of my own mind ;—the grievous apprehenſi- 
on of which conſequences hath, for a con- 
fiderable time paſt, kept me from commu- 
nicating my ſentiments, to you, upon a ve- 
ry important affair ; and my preſent purpoſe, 
relating to it. But I cannot, any longer, 

5 bear 
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bear the thoughts of being wanting, in any 

proper expreſſion of my duty to you; as I | 

| ſhould be, did I not acquaint you, to whom 

I am more obliged than to all the world be. 

tides, with every thing of conſequence that 
CONCerns me, 


When I had the pleaſure of ſpending 
ſome weeks with you, in the country, laſt 
ſummer, you know, Sir, you preſſed me 
with ſome earneſtneſs, to enter into or- 
ders. And, when you aſked me, what was 
my reaſon for defering it, ſo long, Iremem- 
ber, my anſwer was, © that I thought I was 
<« not, in any ſufficient degree, qualified for 
ec the diſcharge of the ſacred, important 

e function, of a miniſter of the goſpel. ” 
And, therefore, was willing to take more 

time, to prepare myſelf, by getting my head, 
and heart, better furniſhed for it, which was 
the truth ; but not the whole truth ; — the 
true reaſon, but not the only reaſon. For I 
had then, and for a conſiderable time before, 
ſome ſcruples, in my mind, about the law- 
fulneſs of complying with the terms of cleri- 
cal conformity, which have been growing 
upon me, ever fince. The more 1 read, 

the 
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the more cloſely I think, on this ſubject, 
and the more freely I debate the caſe with 
myſelf, the ſtronger the objections I have 
againſt officiating, as a minz/ter, in the Church 
of England, appear to me, and the more 
confirmed I am, in my own mind, never to 
do it. I cannot reſiſt the force of them. 


I affure you, Sir, that I ſhould be glad to 
employ the abilities, which Gop hath given 
me, and to ſpend the remainder of my days, 
in the public ſervice of religion; in promot- 
ing the beſt and higheſt intereſts of man- 
kind; but 1 am utterly precluded from it, 

in the Church of England, by the terms of 
admiſſion into the iniſiry, in that Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the civil magiſtrate. My way 
is ſhut up, till that bar be removed; for it 
is an eternal law of reaſon, as well as a pre- 
cept of chriſtianity, not to do evil, that good 
my come; as it would be evil and wicked, 
in me, to conform to thoſe terms, while 
they appear to me, in the light, in which 
they do, at preſent; while the ſenſe and 
judgment of my mind, in the caſe, continue 
the ſame, that they now are, It would be 
groſs 


| 

i 
1 
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groſs. diſhoneſty, plain prevarication with 
Gop and man. 


I hope that, through the grace of Goy, 


I ſhall make it my firſt care, my principal 


concern, as long as I live, to keep my mind 
from being corrupted, and my judgment 
from being perverted, by any prejudice, or 
wrong biaſs, to ſee that I rightly underſtand 
my rule of life, as a reaſonable creature, and 
as a chriſtian ; and that, by it, I form the 


temper and diſpoſition of my heart, and re- 
gulate my whole conduct, and practice; 
for upon this depends, and with this is ne- 


ceſſarily connected, the peace and comfort 


of my life, in this world; and my eternal 
happineſs, in another. And what is the 


higheſt preferment, in the Church, when 


laid in the balance againſt theſe ? It is light- 


er than a feather, it 18 of no weight. 


He, that will part with his innocence, 
that will do violence to the ſenſe and reaſon of 


his own mind, and deſperately break through 


all the barriers, which duty and conſcience 


have laid in his way; to come at wealth, 


grandeur, or power, muſt be an abandoned 
wretch ; 


Vc 
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wretch; void of any regard to the true inte- 
reſt of a rational being; of any view, or 
proſpect, but what is confined within the 
narrow limits of the preſent life. He muſt 
be a poor, contemptible creature, though 
you ſuppoſe him to dwell, in a ſpacious pa- 
lace, with a retinue of ſervants, of various 
rank and degree about him attending on his 
nod, to have a table ſumptuouſly furniſhed, 
to ride in a coach and ſix, and to ſit with 
the Lords and Princes of the earth. — All 
theſe are foreign to the man, to his cha- 
racer (a). 


1 ſhall have reaſon, the longeſt day I live, 
to bleſs Gor, that I was committed to your 
care, when I had loſt the beſt of fathers; 
that my mind was formed, under your 
hands, Give me leave to tell you, Sir, 
that my preſent purpoſe, of never comply- 
ing with the terms of miniſterial conformi- 
ty; and the deteſtation, and abhorrence, 
. WH which I feel riſing in my breaſt, at the 
WH thought of doing it, I impute in a great 

| D mea- 


4 (a) Equum empturus ſolvi jubes ſtratum: Hominem in- 
rolutum æſtimas? Sen. Epiſtol. L xxx. 
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meaſure, to the prevailing influence of thoſe 
principles, and ſentiments, which you cul. 
tivated, and cheriſhed, in my ſoul, You 
ſowed the good ſeed, Gop bleſſed the ſpring- 
ing thereof; and this is ſome of the good 


fruit of it. I hope, therefore, you will not 


think unfavourably of me, nor be diſpleaſed 
with me, for forming my reſolutions, on 
thoſe principles; and acting conformably to 
them, as (I think) I do, in this affair, 


[I had wrote ſo far, and was going to cloſe 
my letter, which J defigned to direct for 
you at Bath; when I received the favour of 
yours, dated the thirtieth of laſt month, 
which gave me greater pleaſure, than any 
letter, that ever came to my hands, - Par- 
ticularly, I rejoice to hear that you are 


mended in your health. ' I pray it may be 
eſtabliſhed. May Gop prolong your valu- 


able life, in mercy to me, and to many 
others. 


The ſtate of mind, which J was in, 


when I received yours, was (as you will 
perceive, from what I have wrote above) 
far from being defirable; but I was greatly 


e- 
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relieved, by the time, I had finiſhed the 
reading of it. The favourable opinion, 
which you ſtill entertain, of my integrity, 
and the kind conſtruction you put, upon 
my declining to engage in the public ſervice 
of the Church, according to your uſual can- 
dour and goodneſs, together with the aſſu- 
rance, you give me, of your favour and 
kind regard, quite removed that ſollicitude 
and anxiety, ariſing from an apprehenſion 
of your diſpleaſure ; which had greatly op- 
preſſed my mind, for ſome time paſt. And 
now I ſee no difficulty, no rub, in my way, 
but what I can eaſily get over, 


It was an untoward accident, that it 
happened, you ſhould be acquainted with 
the affair, by my brother, before you 
had any hint of it, from me. In your let- 
ter of the eighteenth of laſt month you let 
me know, that you deſigned to continue at 
Bath, a month, or ſix weeks, longer. I 
could not, therefore, imagine, that my bro- 
ther would have met with you, in his way 
home. Had I, in the leaſt, apprehended 
that, either I ſhould not have communica- 
ted my mind to him; or, if I had, I 
| 1 3- ſhould 


20 EI. 


ſhould have engaged him not to inform you 


of it; for I deſigned, as I thought it was 


fit, you ſhould have had your firſt informa. 


85 thon of it, immediately, from myſelf ; and 


that you had it not ſo, I confeſs, upon the 
face of the thing, it did not look well. But 


I am perſuaded that, before you have read 
thus far, you will be ſatisfied, that it was 


not owing to any want of reſpect, 


Your authority over me, though not in 
= yet in reality, is as great as ever it 
as; and I hope, while you and J live, 


a will ſtill continue to be my guide and 
inſtructor. 


The kind offer, which you are leaſed, 


Sir, to make, of your attempt to anſwer 


my olzjections, I gladly imbrace ; and thank- 
fully acknowledge the favour, you do me, 
herein, I ſhall be glad to be ſatisfied, in 


my own mind, of the lawfulneſs of what! 


do, before 1 do it, and to ſee wy way 
plain and clear before me, 


To keep one's mind open to conviction, 


upon rational evidence; to be ready to re- 


ceive 


. pn — 2 
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ceive and embrace truth, in general, in the 

love of it, and to adhere to it, let the con- 

ſequence be what it will, (and it can never 
be ill upon the whole) is the part of an 
honeſt man ; but for a man, abſolutely to 
reſolve, that he will never alter his judg- 
ment, as to this, or that particular point, 

that he will maintain, as long as he lives, 

this or that particular doctrine, or notion, 

is bigotry, or abſurdity ; for, if he has but 
2 probable evidence of the truth of the doc- 
trine, this is to reſolve that he will main- 
tain it, be it true, or falſe ; for what is on- 
ly probable, may be either ; but if he has 
a clear and certain evidence of it, then it 
is to reſolve (if ſuch a reſolution can be for- 


med) to do what he knows he cannot help 


being; ; and, therefore, has no ſenſe | in it. 


Before 1 produce my ohheckions, I would 


beg leave to take notice of a paſſage or 
two more, in your lerter. You ſay © upon 
e the whole, I think, that many of the 
* objections, made by theſe,” the Diſſent- 
ers, © againſt conforming to the Church of 
“ England, as by law eſtabliſhed, may be 
* fairly retorted * them; and the things 
1 objected 
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objected againſt, juſtified, upon that prin. 
e ciple, allowed, and maintained, by them. 
« ſelves, namely, that there ſhould be ſome 
© Church-Eſtabliſbment in every chriſtian na. 
c 7j0n.” It is known, indeed, that ſome 
Difſenters have maintained this principle, 
and that the Preſbyterians did, actually, 
eſtabliſh their form of Chburch- Government, 
when they had the power in their hands, 
Now I think, what you obſerve, is Jul 
as to thoſe of them, who maintain this prin- 
ciple; but I have ſome reaſon to think, 
that there are not ſo many Diſenters, at 
preſent, as were formerly, in this way 
of thinking. I have had opportunities, ſince 
I have been in London, of converſing with 
ſome of thoſe, who are called Preſbyteri- 
ans. And ] find, that moſt of thoſe, whom 
I have converſed with; are againſt all eccle- 
fiaftical eflabliſhments. I have heard ſome 
of them declare, that they would as ſoon 
conform to an Epiſcopal, as to a Preſbyteri- | 
an, national, eſtabliſhed Church. 


But what fignifies it to me, what their 
notion of the matter is? This is of no con- 
ſequence, in my caſe, What I want to 

know 
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know, is, how I ſhall be able to defend my 
complying with the terms of miniſterial con- 

| frmity, not on the principles of any Ds/- 

ſenters ; but upon the principles of truth 

and duty; to juſtify ſuch compliance, not 
to other men, but to the reaſon of my own 
mind; and to. reconcile it with my duty to 

Gop, as a reaſonable creature; with my 
fidelity to Chriſt, as a profeſſed Chriſtian, 
28 a ſubject of his kingdom; and with that 
liberty, wherewith he hath made me free. 
| want not an argumentum ad hominem, but 

ad conſcientiam, that will ſatisfy my own 

mind, and make me eaſy in 8 


tout me mihi reddat amicum 
Nu pure tranquillet (5) 


Beſides. To endeavour only to anſwer 
the Diſſenters, and to ſatisfy them, is, I 
think, to ſhow them a great deal too much 
regard. - Some of the fathers of our Church 
have, more than once, applied themſelves, 
to ſome of the leading men, among the 
Diſenters, and have aſked them, what 
* 1$ it that you and your people would have? 

a What 


\ MW 00 Hor. Epiſt. Lib. I. ep. xviii 
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„ What will ſatisfy you? Will you come to 


I been a Diſſenter, and had ſuch queſtions 


* eaſy and contented, as we are. We will 
* be quiet, if you will let us be quiet. We 


c are tolerated, by the law of” the land, to 
M0 worſhip Gov, in ſuch a way; as, we 
e think, is moſt agreeable to the ſimplicity 


e ſpiritual edification. As for your national 


4 fritution of it, that wants mending, why, 


e be done is your concern, not ours. What 


« your Church; who ſeldom go into your 
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& Church, if ſuch and ſuch things, which 
e you object againſt, be altered, and you 
c find fault with, be rectified? Now, had 


put to me, I ſhould have anſwered them, 


in ſome ſuch manner as this. | © We are 


* do not want to go to Church, We have 
& Meeting-houſes of our own, in which we 


© of the goſpel, and moſt conducive to our 
« Church, if there be any thing in the con- 


& in God's name, mend it, without regard 
to us. If any thing be wrong in it, rec- 
de tify it, not to pleaſe ws, but to pleaſe 
«© Gop; and for your own edification: 
« Mend it, becauſe it is wrong. That this 


ce buſineſs have we, who do not belong to 


d ow > — 255 1 1 


ce renzen aſſemblies, to direct you, what 
„ altera- 
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e alterations, or regulations, you ſhould 
et make, in any part of your eſtabliſnment? 
«. particularly in your form of public wor- 
„ (hip? It belongs to you, who make uſe 
of this form; not to others, who never 
« uſe- it, to make it as perfect and com- 

« pleat, in every reſpect, as may be. 


Ancchar paſſage, which I would take 
notice of; and from which, I would take 
occaſion, to give you an account, how I 
ſpend my time, which you have a right to 

know, is that, where you ſuppoſe that the 
objections that I have, againſt entering in- 
to orders, were ſuggeſted to me by ſome, 
whom I have converſed with, here in Lon- 
an. I aſſure you, Sir, theſe occurred to 
my mind, two years, at leaſt, before I left 
the univerſity. I have lived pretty retired, 
ever ſince I have been here. The ſummers, 


y for the moſt part, I have ſpent, you know, 
in the country, and when I am in town, I 
” I fildom go into company. My ſtudies, in 
i WU which 1 find much more delight, take up 
n the greateſt part of my time. I take a 


# nde out, or a walk in the fields almoſt 
7 2 6 e ee 


. . . — EIT, — 


JJV 
every day, if the weather permits, ſome. 
times alone fometimes in company, and 
Igo two or three times a week to a neigh. 
bouring coffee-houſe, where J ſometimes 
meet with good converſation. As this let- 
ter has filled my paper, already, you may 
expect another, next poſt, from 


5 Your moſt dutiful, and 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


H. M. 
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Reverend and. Honoured Sir, 


NN Now come to the chjections, which 
I & I have, againſt miniſterial confor- 
N mity. They are not few; but I 
ſhall not trouble you with them all, at pre- 
ſent; I ſhall lay before you only two or 
three, which if you anſwer to my ſatisfacti- 
on, I ſhall have reaſon to hope, that you 
will be able to remove all my other d:fficul- 
lies; and then will I gladly take upon me 
the ſacred function; and, with pleaſure, 
diſcharge, the duties, belonging to it, ac- 
cording to my father's intention and yours. 


The firſt thing that I ſhall take notice of, 
and which I cannot comply with, is the 
ſubſcribing to the thirty nine articles; which 
is indiſpenſably inſiſted on, as one term of 

| 7 . mini- 


LET FEY 1 


miniſterial conformity. You ſee, Sir, this 
objection affects what you call capital, in the 


conſtitution of the Church of England, as by | 


| law eſtabliſhed, and is eſſential to it; for 


that muſt be allowed to be eſſential to any 
Church, without which, wore can be no 


miniſtry, in that Church, 


Whether the drawing up of any ſcheme, 


or ſyſtem, of religious doctrine; and then 


making it the ſtandard of orthodoxy ; and pe- 
remptorily inſiſting upon it, that every one, 
who applies to be admitted into holy ar dert, 


ſhall, before he be admitted, fibfcribe to it, 


ry particular article, or doctrine contained 


in it; or whether the complying with ſuch a 
demand can be juſtified upon chriſtian; pro- 
teſtant principles; whether either can be re- 


conciled with our owning and profeſſing Chr 


ts. be our only Lord and Mafter ; and the 


goſpel, the only rule of our faith; even 
though that ſyſtem contains nothing but 


What is agreeable to ſcripture, is what 1 


ſhall not here conſider; only I beg leave to 


ſay, that I have never yet ſeen; and, I be- 
| We never. hall fee, it done, At preſent, 


1 ſhall 
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I ſhall confine myſelf wholly to the thirty 
nine articles, and the ſubſeribing to them, 
as a neceſſary term of miniſtring, in the 


office of a prae/t. 


What h affers itſelf to be conſi- 
dered, in the firſt place, and ſhould be 
here ſettled, before I proceed any farther 
is, the nature and meaning of this ſub/crip- 
tion. Now; this I find done, ready to my 
hand, in ſuch a preciſe, determinate man- 
ner, in the title of the articles, and in the 
thirty fixth canon, that one would be apt 
to think, it was impoſſible, for any man, 
to miſtake it, who had read theſe; even 
though he ſhould be ever ſo much blinded 
with prejudice. Nay, if we only conſider 
the nature of the thing, in itſelf, I think 
the true meaning of the ſubſcription is plain 
and obvious; ſuppoſing a man only to ſub- 
ſeribe his name to the articles, to qualify 
himſelf, for officiating in holy orders, in the 
preſence of witneſſes. This is evidenthy a 
ſignification of his belief of them; that 
he thinks the doctrine, contained in them, 
to be true; if it has any meaning at all. 
And a meaning it certainly has, as much as 


any 
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any verbal propoſition, and I believe not 
one in ten thouſand would put any other 
conſtruction upon it; if he were to give his 
ſenſe of it, fairly and without prejudice. 
But, if the meaning of it were ever ſo am- 
biguous in itſelf, yet all ambiguity is remoy. 
ed, by the title, and the canon abovementi. 
oned. I ſhall here tranſcribe the title, at 
large, and ſo much of the canon, as relates 
to this ſubject. The former runs thus. 
« Articles, whereupon it was agreed, by 
tc the Arch - biſnops, and Biſhops, of both 
c provinces, and the whole clergy, in the 
« convocation, holden at London, in the 
* year of our Lord God one thouſand 
five hundred ſixty and two, according 
ce to the computation of the Church of Eng- 
land, for the avoiding of the diverſities 
« of opinions, and for ſtabliſhing con- 
« ſent, touching true religion, put forth 
« by the Queen's authority.” Here is aſ- 
figned the reaſon, or deſign, of their agree- 
ing upon, and ſetting forth, the articles, to 
be ſubſcribed, by every one, who would 
miniſter, as a prieſt, in the Church of En- 
gland, © the avoiding of the diver ſities of opi- 
* mons, and ſtabliſbing conſent, touching true 
religion, 
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te religion,” Now that is a good rule, 
hid down by Civilians (a), to be obſerved 
in interpreting any law; namely, to put 
ſuch an interpretation, or conſtruction, upon 
it; as is conſiſtent with, and anſwers to, 
the deſign of the law. And, if we follow 
this rule, in the caſe before us, we can 
put no other conſtruction upon the ſub/eri- 
bing to theſe articles, than that it is an ac- 
knowledgment of the truth of them. For 
no other can anſwer the end of Jiſcriting, 
above mentioned. 1 


In the thirty frcth canon, it is ordered, 
that no perſon ſhall be received into 
« the miniſtry, #***#® except he ſhall firſt 
« ſubſcribe to theſe three articles following, 
« jn ſuch manner, and ſort, as we have 
here appointed.” The third of theſe is, 
that, which relates to our preſent ſubject, 
- > | and 


2 (a) Plurimum quoque prodeſt, ad verum ſenſum inveſti- 
gandum, in legibus cum primis, inſpicere rationem legis, 
ſeu cauſam, et reſpectum illum, qui ad legem ferendam 
| latorem moverit; imprimis ubi conſtat unicam eam legis 
rationem fuiſſe. De qua hec regula eſt: illa interpretatio 
legis eſt ſequenda, quæ rationi legis congruit; et contra 
rejicienda, qua ab eadem diſcrepat. Puffend, de Offic, 
J Hem. et Civ, Lib, I. Cap. xvii, Sea, 8. | 
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and in theſe words. “ That he alloweth 
the book of articles of religion agreed 
* upon, by the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops 
© of both provinces, and the whole clergy 
« *##* and that he acknowledgeth all, and 
«every, the articles, therein contained, 
being in number nine and thirty; be- 
e ſides the ratification, to be agreeable to 
« the word of God,” Then follows the 
form of the ſubſeription. To thele three 
articles, whoſoever will ſabſcribe, he 
1 ſhall, for the avoiding all ambiguities, 
& ſubſcribe, in this order, and form of 
Words, ſetting down both his chriſtian 
« and ſurname; viz. I N. N. do willing 
« ond ex animo, ſubſcribe to theſe three 
* articles abovementioned, and all things, 
& that are contained in them.” Here the 
perſon to be ordained, or received into the 
miniſiry, expreſsly declares,” in the ſubſcrip- 
tion itſelf, that he acknowledgerh all, and 
every, ' the articles to be agreeable to the 


word of God. Is it not then, to the laſt 


* 


* 


4 


degree, ſurprizing, to hear it ſaid, as ſome 


clergymen have ſaid, that they have ſub- 
ſcribed to the articles as articles of peace? 


ay 


that is, that they ſub/cribed to them, not 


* 
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2s what they are, articles f religion, or re- 
ligious doctrine, but as what they are not, 
articles of . peace, or, which they might as 
well ſay, as articles of geometry. Others 
haye faid, that they have ſubſcribed to the 
articles, only ſo far, as they are agreeable to 
the word of GoD. That is to ſay, they ac- 
knowledged them to be agreeable to the 


| * ord of God, all, and every one of them, 


« ſo far as they are agreeable to the 2 


« of Gon.” Egregious trifling! and 


what they look upon, as a very ſolemn 7 


fair, or would be thought to do ſo; and 
would have others, too, entertain the ſame 
notion of it. Or thus. We acknow- 
„ edged, ex animo, all, and every of the ar- 
" ticles, to be agreeable to the word of Gop; 
but, as we did not, really, and in our 


| © minds, believe them to be ſo, we ſub- 


* ſcribed them, with this mental reſervati- 
*on; ſo far as they are apreeable to the 
* word of Gop.” Others have ſaid, ** that 
they ſubſcribed to the articles in their 
« 09077 Jenſe,” So any Arian, or Socinian, 
any Papiſt, or Deiſt, may as well do. But 
this was not really the caſe. For, in juſt 


and true conſtruction, they ſubſcribed to 
= them, 
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them, before Gop and men, in the gram- 
matical ſenſe of the words: As much as a 
witneſs, in court, takes an oath, not in his 
own ſenſe? but in the grammatical ſenſe of 
the words of the oath, and indeed no words 
can have any other ſenſe. Beſides : It was | 
ordered, by royal authority, © that no man, 
«thereafter, ſhould put his own ſenſe, or 
* comment, to be the meaning of the cr. 
te ticle, but ſhould take it, in the literal, 
* grammatical ſenſe.” Others again have ſaid, 
te that they did not ſubſcribe to them, in 
te any ſenſe at all; that they conſidered their 
% ſubſcription, only as a qualification re- 
e quired, by the civil magiſtrate, and the 
ce law of their country, for their officia- 
ee. as priefis, in the Church eſtabliſhed 
* in that country.” If ſo, then their ſub- 
ſcribing to the four and twenty letters, ot 
ſtanding upon their heads, ſuppoſing either 
of theſe to have been required by law, 
would have ſerved fo avoid diverſities of opi- 
nions, and flabliſh conſent touching true reli. 
gion, altogether as well. But neither is this 
the truth of the caſe. For whoever, in a 
fubſcription, acknowledges, that the articles, 
all and every one, of them, are agrecable 
| 55 to 
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FE word of Gop, he muſt be underſtood 
to mean, that they are ſo, not in the cha- 
racers, or letters, in which they are wrote, 
but in the ſenſe of them. 


This point then, I think, is ſufficiently 


ſettled. To me it appears very evident, 


that he, who ſubſcribes to the thirty nine 


articles, in ſuch manner and ſert, as is ap- 
pointed in the Church of England, ſolemnly 


declares, before Gop and men, that he re- 


ally, and in his own mind, thinks them to 


be agreeable to the word of Gop, and be- 


lieves them to be true. Therefore, to re- 
move my difficulty, and anſwer my objection, 


t muſt be made to appear to me, either 
that every one of the articles is, in the ſenſe 


of it, agreeable to the word of Gop, or elſe 
that I may, honeſtly, and with a good con- 
ſcience, ſubſcribe to them in the manner and 
form above quoted; though I am fully ſa- 
tified (which is really the caſe) that ſome 
of them are contrary to the word of Gop, or 
reaſon, or both, that ſome of them con- 
tradict others, or are contradictory in 


themſelves ; and though ſome of them are 


to 
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to me unintelligible ; either of which, I al. 
moſt deſpair of ever being ſatisfied of, 


As to the latter, If I can, honeſtly, de. 
clare, that © I believe all and every one of 
« the articles to be agreeable to the word 
c of Gop;” when I think ſome of them are 
contrary, or not agreeable, to it, in order 
to be admitted into fome eccleſiaſtical office, 
and to be intitled to the profits, or falary, 
annexed to the diſcharge of it, in any patti- 
cular place, or /iving, as it is called; then 
there is nothing but what I may innocently 
do; there is no diſtinction, or difference, be- 
tween honeſt and diſhoneſt; lawful and unlau. 
ul. And this is ſo plain, that thoſe, who 
ſubſeribe theſe articles; though, at the ſame 
time, they do not believe that they are, all 
agreeable to the word of Gop; (which i: 
the caſe, I may ſafely ſay it, of nineteen out 
of twenty, who do ſubſcribe them) deny 
that their ſubſcription is, or implies, an ac- 
knowledgment, that they are ſo. And, to 
juſtify themſelves to the world, and to 
their own minds, not very inquiſitive 
perhaps into the matter, nor ſcrupulous a- 


bout it, they put thoſe ſtrange conftructt- 
Ons, 
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ons, before- mentioned, upon their fubſerip- 
tion; every one of which is, either falſe, 
and contradictory to the very form of the 
ſubſcription ; or ſenſeleſs, and ſo muſt every 
other conſtruction of it be, that the wit of 
man can invent, beſides the true one, name- 
Jy that it is ſuch an acknowledgment. But 
what wretched daubing is this! It is ſtrange, 
methinks, how they can, at ſuch a rate, 
make up matters with their own conſcien- 
ces. Were I to ſubſcribe the thirty nine 
articles, while they appear to me, in. the 
light, they do, at preſent, 1 ſhould look 
on myſelf, as one, who had made /bip- 
wreck of faith, and a good conſcience; and 
ſhould not be able to vindicate myſelf, from 
the guilt of perjury. I am ſure, 1 ſhould 
do that, which could be no more juſtified, 
than perjury. Suppoſe one of that ſe& of 


chriſtians among us, which ſcruples taking 
an oath, ſhould appear, in a court of judi- 
- WW cature; and, in giving his teſtimony, de- 
0 clare, or affirm, what he knows to be falſe, 
o every one would be ready to charge him 
e with perjury, without any ſcruple; as much 


- WW 25 if he had ſworn, upon the goſpels. But, 
l if a man declares, or affirms, in the Church, 
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what he knows to be falſe; and ſigns his 
name to that declaration, it would he 
thought, by a great many, very harſh, rude, 
and uncharitable, in any one, to charge him 
with perjury. But is not this an inſtance of 
great partiality. The crime, in both caſes, 
ſeems to me, to be the ſame. For it is not 
the nature, of the thing affirmed, but the 
falſehood of the affirmation, that conſtitutes 
the perjury, Why then, is the former per- 
ſon condemned, and the latter cleared ; at 
leaſt, not senfed! This is F, 


50e non peccatis, fed peccant! bus. 


It has often given me a very A 


5 ſenſation of mind, I know not by what 


name to call it, to find men of bright parts, 
great wit and learning, putting their minds 
upon the ſtretch, and employing all their 
talents, to puzzle, and perplex, the plaineſt 
things in the world; of which any plough- 
man, or threſher, is as competent a judge 
as the moſt learned; and to defend the 
greateſt abſurdities, in ſpeculation, and 
practice; ſuch as theſe, that three Gops 
« are but one Gop: And that, in one 
« Gop, there are three Gops: That the 
N &« bread 
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« bread and wine, in the Lords ſupper, 
« are his real body and blood; that one 
« man may lawfully break his faith with 
another, or take away his life, if that 
« other doth not believe, as he doth; that 


« the Brſhop of Rome is the vicar of Chriſt, 


te and head of the chriſtian Church, here 


« on earth; that the holy ſacrament, inſti- 
« tuted by Chri/t, in commemoration of 
« his death, may be lawfully made uſe of, 


« as a tool, to ſerve the temporal intereſts 


« of a particular party of chriſtians ; to ſe- 


« cure the dignity, power and wealth of 
« their Clergy; and that a man's partaking 


«of it may be lawfully made a qualifica- 
« tion, for a civil poſt, or office; and, to 


mention no more particulars, ** that a man, 
e at leaſt a Clergyman, may declare, that 


© to be true, which he knows, at the ſame 
« time, to be falſe, and be faultleſs.” A 
greater inſtance of moral corruption, and 
degeneracy, in the human mind; and abuſe 
of that reaſon, with which Gop hath indu- 
ed man, can hardly be mentioned, than 


that ſuch men ſhould advance, or defend, 
ſuch monſtrous abſurdities; unleſs it be 


this, ce that whole nations have been led, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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« by degrees, into the belief, or rather the 
<« profeſſion, of them, and inſpired with a 
* furious, blind zeal, in propagating, and 


* eſtabliſhing, them.” 


It is a queſtion, with me, whether a man 
doth any ſervice, to the cauſe of truth, and 
the intereſt of religion, by engaging in a 


formal diſpute, and controverſy, with men, 
who maintain ſuch groſs abſurdities; and 
ſetting himſelf to confute them by a labour- 


ed method of reaſoning and arguing ; for 


they are not to be convinced in this way, 
They will diſpute eternally, and return ca- 


vil, and ſophiſtry, for argument, without 


end (5). But could you but once remove 


thoſe prejudices, out of their hearts, which 
impair their underſtandings, in theſe parti- 
cular points, and corrupt their judgments; 
could you inſpire them with a pure, prevail- 

ing, 


(3) Cavillatoribus iſtis abunde reſponderimus. Sed non 
debuit hoc nobis eſſe propoſitum, arguta diſſerere, et phi- 
loſophiam, in has anguſtias, ex ſua majeſtate, detrahere. 
Quanto ſatius eſt, ire aperta via et recta, quam ſibi ipſi 
flexus diſponere, quos cum magna moleſtia debeas relege- 
re? Neque enim quidquam aliud iſte diſputationes ſunt, 
quam inter ſe captantium luſus. Sen. Epiſtol. eii. 
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ing, love of truth; they would immediately 
thereupon, without any reaſoning, ſee, as 
clear as the ſun, the abſurdity of ſuch opi- 
nions, and wonder how they could ever 
entertain them. For what is it, that puts 


men, upon maintaining and defending ſuch 


abſurdities? Take the true account of this 
matter from that excellent author Doctor 
Clagetf, Nothing is more evident, in the 
experience of the world, than this, that 


when men are led aſide, by their worldly 


intereſts, when their reputations are engag- 
ed, and they are made faſt to a party, their 
underſtandings are ſo diſabled; that, in a 


ſhort time, they confidently put themſelves 


upon defending things, moſt unjuſtifiable ; 
and believing things, that are moſt incredi- 
ble and impollibſ.,.. Serm. 5 in Vol. I. 


The only thing then, now left, where- 
by this obje&ion againſt clerical conformily ; 
namely, the ſubſcribing to the thirty nine 


articles, can be ſatisfactorily anſwered, is, 


to make it appear, that every one of them 
is agreeable to the word of God. But, to 


fave you the trouble, of going over them. 
h G all, 


| 
' 
f 
| 
} 
. 
N 


„ t. en n 


all, and attempting to ſhew this, of every 
one of them, in particular, I ſhall take 
notice of ſome of them ; againſt which, 1 
have the ſtrongeſt objection. But this 
muſt be Heftrred to my next letter: 
which ſhall follow this, AS * as con- 


veniently may | be. 


3 I am, 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, &cc, 


802 
e 
„ 
1 
( 
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Reverend and Honoured Sir, 


bg Now proceed to the articles thems 
elves. 


5 


ARTICLE ER 


In 5 e fot article it is ſaid, chat ee there 
* is but one living and true Gop ; **** and, 
«in the unity of this Godhead, there be 
three perſons, of one ſubſtance, power, 
and eternity, the Cor ah the Son, and 
* the Holy — 9 


1 take it for ab that the word, 
Gop, is uſed preciſely, in the ſame ſenſe, 
throughout the whole body of theſe arli- 


cles. And, if ſo, the firſt clauſe in this ar- 


ticle, there. is but one living and true Gon, 


oa | 18 


am : 


is a direct contradiction to the ſecond, and 
| * articles, For it is faid; in the form- 
5 that the Son is very and eternal 
p Us 7 and, in the latter, ce that the Hoy 
« Ghoſt is very and-cternal Gop.” And it is 
to be ſuppoſed, though it be not expreſsly 
faid fo, in any article, that the Father too 
is very and eternal Göp, as he is one of 
the perſons ſaid to be in the Godbead. Now 
it is inconſiſtent with all the notions we 
have of reaſon and truth; it is impoſſible in 
the nature of the thing, for any one to be- 
lieve, or give his aſſent to, a contradiction, 
He may utter, with his mouth, theſe words, 
the Father is Gor, the Son is Gop, and the 
Holy Ghoſt is Gov, and yet there is but one 
' Gop; but then, he can have no meaning, 
no perception, in his mind; of vhich 
theſe words are expreſſive. And he may 
fay, that he believes, that here is but one 
God, and yet that there are three Gods; but 
then, he ſays, what is not true; nor can I ſee 
how ſuch a declaration can be made to con- 
ſiſt with ſtrict honeſty. The ſubſcribing of 
one's name, to theſe words may be made 
à condition of a man's being admitted into 
an ecclefinſtical, or civil office z and ſo may 
50 his 
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15 jumping over a a ſtick, "wy and with ag 
4 n 


Let us now ebnfläer the latter part of this 
ele. And, in the unity of this God- 
« head, chere are three perſons.” — To 
 fay, that there are three perſons, in the God- 

bead, is an aſſertion, that bath not the leaft 
foundation, in ſcripture. There is not one 


ſentence; - not one word in the chriſtian reve- 


lation, to ſupport it. And to ſay, that there 
« js 4 trinity of perſons (whatever! is meant 


« by the word perſon) in unity; is as plain | 


2 contradiction, as can be expreſſed in 
words. Again. In this arrick, © the 
« Father, Son and Holy Ghoft ate ſaid to 
«® be of one ſubſtance, power, and eterni ty,” 

That is (as I ſuppoſe the com pilers meant) 
* of one numerical individual, not ſpecifi- 
« cal, ſubſtance.” Now, I think, it is im- 
poſſible to conceive of one individual being 
or ſubſtance, but as one perſon, From 


whence, it follows, that the three perſons 


are but-one perſon ; another flat contradic- 
tion! When men pretend to talk, without 
Ideas: And to treat of things, of which 
my are entirely ignorant, it is no wonder 
; | that 


1 
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that they ſhould run into abſurdities and 
contradictions. But how men, who had 
any reverence of Deity, in their minds; any 


fear of Gop, before their eyes; . al. 


low themſelves,” to talk, ſo wantonly ; and 
determine ſo preſumptuouſly, . concerning 


the ſubſtance of the incomprehenſible N 
vah, Is * . 1 5 


ARTICLE. "Me; 


In "the. 8 . * is ; aſſerted . 


10 two whole and perfect natures, that is the 


« Godhead and Manhood, were Joined to- 
* gether, in one perſon, never to be divi- 


* ded; whereof is one Chriſt, very Gop, 


„and very Man; who truly ſuffered, 
cc was dead, and buried, to reconcile the 
cc © Father to us.“ 1 


N ow, FR the 2 it being ſaid, that, : 


*in the unity of this Godhead, there be 
ce three perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
* Ghoſt,” the plain meaning of this part of 
the ſecond article, according to the gram- 


matical conſtruction of the words, is this, 


that this one perſon, Chrift, i in whom were 
joined 
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joined the whole and perfect Godbead, Fu- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and the whole 
and perfect Manhood, the human ſoul and 
body, ſuffered, was dead, and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us; that is, the Fa- 


ther of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
joined together with the whole and perfect 


Manhood, in one perſon. And I will be 
ſo bold, as to ſay, that no other different 
ſenſe can be fairly put upon them. Here 
then I would aſk, © Who, or what, is this 


“Father of ”- « ——? But, to uſe the 
words of a heathen divine, 


| Dede. 107 emperor, Xa ads fe TE bed eyes. (a) 


This account of the eternal, unchange- 


able Gop, is too ſhocking to dwell upon. 


as ever any thing more groſs aſ- 
ſerted, of the deity, by Hobbes, | Spinoza, 
or r Epicurus 8 


ARTICLE III. 


. the. third 3 it is ſaid that 
a Chrift ee. (that perſon, in whom were 


n TA 5 Joined 
le) Maxim, Tyr. Diſſert. III. 


* 
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ee ſoined together two. whole and perfect na- 
« fures, that 7s . the Godhead and Manhood) 
« went down into Hell.” If this article, 
as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, in his expoſition, 
« is capable of three different ſenſes, all 
« three, both literal and grammatical,” and 
there is nothing, in the article itſelf, to 
determine, in whieh of the three, it is to 
be underſtood, then it has no ſenſe at all, 
and as ſuch I Pass it over, and proceed to, 


ARTICLE WW, 


The fourth article, aſſerts that * Chrif 
ce #E#S | is with fleſh; bones, and all things 
« pertaining to the perfection of man's na- 
< ture, aſcended into heaven.” Not to 
mention ſome abſurd, ridiculous conſequen- 
ces, which might be deduced from this ar- 
ticle: For 1 would not give way to any le- 
vity, on a ſubject, that is ſerious; this aſ- 
ſertion plainly and fully contradicts ſome 
paſſages in the new teſtament, particularly 
that of the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 50. 
Now this T ſay, brethren, that feſ aud blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of beaven s \ netther 
corruption inherit incorruption. That, by A 

an 


— , ¼˙:! 
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and blood, we are to underſtand the hu- 
man, animal nature, which is of the earth, 
earthy, is evident, from the ſubject, which 
the apoſtle, profeſſedly, and at large, treats 
of, in this chapter; namely, the reſurrecti- 
on of the body. Even hiſbop Burnet, in 
his expoſition of this article, owns, that 
« it ſeems probable; from what Saint Paul 


| « fays, (that fleſh and blood fhall not in- 


« herit the kingdom of Gop, which relates 
eto our glorified bodies, when wwe ſpall 
et hear the image of the ſecond, and bea- 
* venly Adam) that Chriſts body hath no 
© more the modifications of eb and: blood, 
«in it; and that the glory of the cele/tzal 
* body is of another nature, and texture, 
than that of the ferreſtial. Another 
text of ſcripture, which this article contra- 
dis, is that, where the ſame apoſtle, 


ſpeaking of Chrift, ſays, who ſhall change 


cur vile body, that with which we are now 
clothed, conſiſting of fleſh, and blood, and 
bones, that it may be faſhioned, hike unto | 
bis glorious, or glorified, body; ot, as it is in 
the original, tbe body of bis glory. Phil. iii. 21. 


C 


50 LTL˙ . . 
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Nor can J fubſcribe to that part of the 


eighth article, where it is ſaid, that, * the 
ce athanafian creed ought throughly to be 
« received, and believed, and that it may 
« be proved by certain warrants of 50) 
te ſcripture; for I think this creed contra- 


dicts itſelß, ſcripture, and common ſenſe: | 


 ——- Nor to thoſe horrid clauſes, in it, in 
which all are condemned everlaſtingiy, who 
do not believe this heap of contradiCtions. 
Theſe have been often taken notice and 
_ complained of, but hitherto to no purpoſe, 


The Athanafaan Creed, &c. 


Before I proceed to any other article, l 
beg leave to make a pauſe, here; to reflect 
upon that grand corruption of the doctrine 
of Cbriſt; which hath prevailed, for ſo 
many ages, and ſpread itſelf, ſo widely, 
throughout the chriſtian part of the world; 
which hath been looked upon, as the moſt 
ſacred, important, article of the chriſtian 
faith 5 and the belief of it, as neceſſary to 
28 = ſalva- 
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ſalvation; and the denial of it, as deſerving 
of, and hath accordingly been puniſhed 
with, the moſt cruel, painful death, I 


mean that abſurd doctrine, if nonſenſe and 


contradiction may be faid to be doctrine, 
« that there are three perſons in the God- 
« head; every one of whom is Gop, in 


« the ſame ſenſe, and yet that there is but 
« one Gor.” If this be true, then any 


thing may be true, or falſe; or true and 


| falſe, at the ſame time; and there could be 


no ſuch thing, as knowledge, or reaſon, in 
the world. 


What barbarous, uncouth terms, as 
theſe, triunity, unitrinity, perſonality, ſuppo- 
ftality, conſubſtantiality, coeſſentiality, inex- 
Hence, circuminceſſion, ineity, perſeity, &c. 
and how much logic, and metaplyſics, are 
to be met with, in the writings of thoſe, 
who have laboured to explain, and prove, 
this doctrine. All which is as foreign to 
pure chriſtianity, and as unlike the plainneſs 
and ſimplicitly of that goſpel, that heavenly 
doctrine, which Chri/# preached, to the 
poor; as any thing can be, to another. It 
s a ſad caſe, that chriſtians, inſtead of go- 
gg H 2 ing 
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PT 
ing to that pure, clear fountain, the goſpel 
of Cbriſt; from thence, to draw the water 
of life; the truth, that would ſave them, 
if they do not hinder its natural tendency; 
and the influence of it, on their own hearts, 
ſhould be dabling, and groping, in thoſe 
deep metaphyſical ciſterns, which are full 
of thick, miry water. How greatly hath 
this metaphyſical notion, of trinity in uni- 
ty, and unity in trinity, hindered the ſue- 
ceſs, and retarded the progreſs, of the ge/ 
pel, in the world. Tt hath been an heavy 
dead weight, upon chriſtianity; whereby 
it has been kept, and, 'till it is removed, 
will, in all ane, be N in a low 
Nats, OY N 


In a converſation, laſt ſummer, at your 
houſe, Sir, at which were preſent two of 
your neighbouring brethren, 1 remember, 
you accounted for the introduction of this 
corruption, at firſt, into the chriſtian dbe- 
trine, how it came to paſs, by ſuppoſing it 
to be brought in, by the greet fathers, 
who had been inſtructed in the platonic. pbi- 
kofophy, and had their heads filled with the 
airy flights, and whimſical conceits, of that 
philo- 
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philoſophy 3 which ſeems to me to be the 


moſt probable account of the matter, from 
2 remarkable paſſage, which I lately met 
with, in Socrates, the ecclefiaſtical hiftori- 
an; where, ſpeaking of two Preſbyters, 
who were reckoned to be Ariaxs, he ſays, 
Sand. z [40s zue, rug £701 ol dvdgeg Th 
Agate Hen * Gy 0 ev rox dr 
ge PETE el el 0 0 08 Tov Qęiytnv QUETVEEY. 
« J cannot but admire, how theſe two men 
came to continue in the ſect of the 4ri- 
« n; as one of them had Plato in his 


hands, continually : The other was al- 
« ways reading Origen (5),”” And I am 


confirmed, in this, more eſpecially, from 
the learned Doctor Cudivorth's intellectual 


| fifem, that author having given an account 
of the platonic trinity, and compared it 


with what he calls tbe chriſtian trinity, in 
ſeveral particulars, ſeems mightily pleaſed 
to find them turn out, ſo much alike; and 
that there is ſo great a reſemblance between 
them (c). We have now, ſays he © gi- 
« yen a full and true account of the genu- 
* ine, platonic trinity, and then concludes 
„ od that 
is toe” £160. Co. vm © 
te) Intellect. Syſt. Chap. iv. 


* 
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that © platoni ſin 1s undoubtedly more agree. 
t able to the truth of chriſtianity, than ari- 
« aniſm; it being a certain middle thing, 
< between that, and ſabellianiſmm; which, in 
« general, was the mark, which the nicene 
© council aimed at,” and he would have 
ce the platonic” that is the ortbodox, © chrif. 
'« tjans entertain a favourable . opinion of 
the genuine, heathen platoniſts.” 


This learned Doctor had been much bet- 
ter imployed, had he ſpent all that time, 
in playing at pſepin; which he ſpent, in 
drawing out that paralleliſm, as he calls it, 
between the genuine, platonic, and the chriſ- 
ian, trinity. The former imployment would 
have been but childiſb; but, in the latter, 
he was, though not deſiguedly, doing miſ- 
chief; doing hurt to the intereſt of chriſli- 
anity; as he was endeavouring to eſtabliſh 
and propagate, the belief of what is one of 
the greateſt corruptions of the chriſtian doc- 
trine, as contained in the new reflament, by 
ſhewing, that © the beſt philoſophers, a- 
mongſt the Pagans, were ſo far from being 
« thy of ſuch an hypotheſis, of trinity in 

& unity ; as that they were even fond there- 
Rs | WT {2 hh 
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Of.“ But, for all, that he hath ſaid, to 
this purpoſe, the trinity is ſtill the choak- 
fear of chriſtianity (d). 

Another obſervation, I remember, was 
then made, by one of the two Gentlemen, 
before mentioned, which, I own, did pret- 
ty much ſurprize me. But the ſurprize was 
agreeable, as I was greatly pleaſed to hear 
ſuch an honeſt, ingenuous confeſſion. His 
obſervation was, (perhaps vou may remem- 
ber it too) that, © though it belongs, in 
« a peculiar manner, to the clergy; as a 
« part of their office, 10 contend earneſtly 
* for the fait „, once delivered to the 
* ſaints, to do what they can, to preſerve 
«it free from all corruptions and mix- 
« tures; and to preach it, in its purity and 
« ſimplicity ; yet, they have been the great- 
« eft corrupters of it, in the world.” And, 
I think, it may, with as great truth, be 
obſerved, that: they have always ſhewn the 
greateſt zeal, in defence, and ſupport, of their 
own inventions; which they. have mixed with 
the pure genuine doctrines of the goſpel. 
The former, they have repreſented, as the 


moſt 


| fide, when they could triumph, as Chih 
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moſt weighty, important doctrines of chri. 
ian belief; and have laid a greater ſtreſſ 
upon them, than upon the latter; endea- 
vouring to poſſeſs peoples minds, with the 
greateſt veneration for them; wherein they 
have but too well faccteded, to the grea: 
prejudice of chriftianity, In ſo much, 


that the far greater part of chriſtians are a- 


fraid, even to examine, and try them; or 
to paſs any judgment upon them; leſt they 
ſhould profane what is ſacred, or reject 


what is really a dbctrine of revelation, They 


dare not meddle with . leſt they 


die (#)- 


How many iuſlances are there in bl 


; 157 of eccleſiaſtics, when they were raiſ- 


ed to ſome of the higheſt ſtations, in the 
Church; when they were got into power, 
and have had the civil magiſtrate on their 


lingworth, that champion for proteftantiſm 
doth in one of his ſermons (/), who have 
looked 


(% Ubi deorum numen prætenditur, ſubit animum timor, 
ne fraudibus humanis vindicandis divini | juris aliguid immiſ- 
tum violemus. Liv. Lib. xxxix. 


(f) © The whole doctrine of chriſtian faith is reſtored to 
« the 
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looked down, on the reſt of the world, 
with the utmoſt contempt, and inſulted 
the common ſenſe, and reaſon of mankind, 
dictating and impoſing; ſo far as their 
power reached, in a dogmatical and authori- 
tative manner, the greateſt abſurdities and 
contradictions, as ſacred articles of religion. 
Thoſe men never troubled their heads, hoy 
they ſhould be able to defend theſe, their 
dogmata, or anſwer gainſayers, with ſolid 
argument; how to prove the truth of them, 
by reaſon or revelation, or even to make 
any ſenſe of them. They ſeemed to think 
that any thing of this kind was beneath 
them; that it was too great a condeſcenſion. 
If any did dare to be ſo ſawcy, and prag- 
matical, as to oppugn, or. queſtion, the 
truth of them, they did not. ſtand arguing, 

I | "and 


the primitive luſtre and integrity: Nay more, (which is 
* a greater happineſs, than Gop ever created, to thoſe, 
e his choſen, good ſervants, which lived in the infancy 
of the Church) the profeſſion of a pure, unſpotted religi- 
* ON, 1s fo far from being dangerous, or infamous, that 
* we have the ford of the civil magiſtrate, the power 
« and enforcement of the /aws and fatutes, to maintain 
© this, our precious faith, without ſtain and undefiled, 
* againſt all heretical and {chiſmatical oppugners thereof, 
[Sermon I.] | 
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and diſputing, with them. No, they had 
a much ſhorter, eafter, and more terrible, 
way, to 89 to work with them, 


The Preſbyterian aſſembly, at Weſftmin- 
fer, were a great deal too aſſuming, 
when they took upon them to dictate to 
others, what faith they ſhould embrace, 
and what government and diſcipline they 
ſhould maintain, in their Churches. And, 
in all likelyhood, they would have made 
ſad work, in the nation, if the Parliament, 
firſt, and that independent, Oliver Cromwel, 
afterwards, had not curbed them. Ho- 
ever; they condeſcended ſo far, and ſhewed 
ſo much reverence, to the authority of the 
Bible, and ſo much reſpect to their fellow 
chriſtians, as to produce texts of ſcripture, 
in proof of every propoſition, or article, 
in their confeſſion, catechiſm, and directory. 
How pertinently they applied thoſe texts, 
I will not ſay. But the ep:/copal ſynod, at 
London, did not vouchſafe to offer one proof 
from reaſon, or ſcripture, of their thirty 
nine articles; but eſtabliſhed them, all at 
once, with that menacing, irrefragable ar- 
gument, that le berrendi carminis: * who- 
| c eyer 
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« ever hall hereafter affirm, that any of the 


« nine and thirty articles **** are, in any 


« part, ſuperſtitious, or erroneous, or ſuch, 
« as he may not, with a good conſcience, 


« ſubſcribe unto, let him be excommunica- 


© ted, zpſo facto. Is not this to treat men, 
as if they were incapable of religion and 
void of reaſon, than which, what greater in- 
dignity can be offered to any one, and who 
that has the ſenſe of a man, or the ſpirit of 
a chriſttan, to aſſert that liberty, to which 
the goſpel hath called him, can help reſent- 
ing ſuch treatment. I hope, you will in- 
dulge me, in giving you ſuch repeated 
trouble : 


And am, 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, &c. 


x 2 LETTER 


WEE, 
Re eee 


L ET T E R lv. 
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ARTICLE N. 
Reverend and Honoured Sir, 


» NN proceed now to the next article, 
31 * which is, of original or birtbſin. 
NN Where we are told, that “ origi- 
ce nal fin” (which all allow, according to 

the hiſtory of Moſes, to be Adam's eating 
of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, in diſobedience to the ex- 
preſs prohibition of Gop) © is the fault, or 
corruption, of the nature of every m̃an, 
&* that naturally is engendered of the oft- 
6 9 of Adam.“ | 


How e las of the” e 
ſruit, ſhould be the fin, or fault, of his 
poſterity; who were not in being, when 


he 
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he committed that ſin; is impoſſible to con- 
ceive. Sin is a perſonal thing; not trans- 
ferable, from one to another. The ſin, 
any more than the pain, of one man can- 
not be the ſin of another, by imputation, 
or any other way, unleſs this man can be- 
come that man, and that man this man. 
Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the law, And, 
by this, a man becomes guilty ; not by the 
imputation of the tranſgreſſion of the law. 
Beſides that; to charge a perſon with the 
guilt of any ſin, committed, by another; 
in which he had no hand at all, and to 
which he was not, in the leaſt, acceſſory, 
in any reſpect, (which was the caſe of 

Adam's poſterity, with reſpect to this origi- 
nal fin) is plainly a falſe charge, and ar- 
gues nts, or Ignorance. 


But it may be ad, that, by birth. ſn, or 
fault, in this article is meant, not guilt, but 
moral defect, moral infection, or corruption, 
which word ſeems to be there uſed, as ſy- 
nonymous with, or explanatory of, the word 
fault, Let it then be underſtood, in this 
ſenſe, and let ſuch corruption be here ſup- 
poſed ; yet is it not inconſiſtent with any 

right 
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right notion, which we can form of Juſtice, 
or righteouſneſs, to ſay, as it is ſaid, in the 
following part of this article, that this cor- 
ruption, which is not our guilt, but our 
unhappineſs “ in every perſon born into the 
* world, deſerveth Gop's wrath and dam. 
ce ration.” I think, the truth is, that 
Adam's eating of the forbidden fruit, is nei- 
ther the guilt, nor the corruption of every 
one, or any one, that naturally is ingender- 
ed of his offspring. Man is born, like a 
wild afſe's colt. A new-born infant has no 
more notion of moral good and evil; and 
therefore no more capable of moral pravity, 
or corruption, while in that ſtate of infan- 
cy, than a wild afſe's colt, Moreover; the 
body is not a ſubje&, capable of moral cor- 
ruption. This can exiſt, only in the ſoul, 
which is intelligent and conſcious. And, 
therefore, cannot be propagated, from fa- 
ther to ſon, by generation, What is pro- 
pagated, (which is only the meer animal 
nature) may indeed miniſter occaſion to fin ; 
and ſo may introduce moral corruption into 
the ſoul, when this hath attained to moral 
diſcernment, can diſtinguiſh between mo- 
ral good and evil, : 


The 
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The next clauſe, in this article, is, I 
think, repugnant to the whole tenor of. 
ſcripture. © And this infection of nature 
« doth remain; yea, even in them, that 
« are regenerated, whereby the luſt of the 
« fleſh is not ſubject to the law of Gon.” 
It is not here ſaid, whether this infection 
remains in them, who are regenerated, 'in 
whole, in its full ſtrength, or in part. 
However; it remains ſo far, according to 
this article, that, even in them, it is not 
ſubje& to the /aw of Gop. Now I cannot 
reconcile this with the following texts of 
ſcripture. (a) They, that are Chriſt's, have 
crucified the fleſh, with the affeftions and 
laſts. (ö) Whatſoever is born of Gop, over- 
cometh the world. (c) Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him; that the 
body of fin might be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve fin; for be, that 
is dead, is freed from fin. (d) But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into ſubjection. 

i ü =: 


(a) Gal. v. 24. 
(b) 1 John v. 4. 
(e) Rom. vi. 6, 7. 
(a) 1 Cor. ix. 27. 


. 


The apoſtle Paul, indeed, ſays, that e) 


the carnal mind is enmity againfl Gop; for 
it is not ſubject to the law of Go, nei. 


ther, indeed, can be, But, according to 


the ſcripture account, they, who are truly 
regenerated, are reconciled to Gop and to 


his law, in the fpirit, or temper, of their 


minds. They have put off the old man, 
the carnal mind, and have put on the new 
man ; which, after Gop, is created in righ- 


| teouſneſs, and true holineſs; fo that they 
walk, no more, after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit, and mind the things of the ſpi- 


rit. Whereas he, in whom the luſt of the 
fleſh rules, is not himſelf ſubject to the 


law of Gop, but to the law of the feb; 
which, ſurely, cannot be ſaid of one, that 


is truly regenerated; for no man can be un- 


der the government of theſe two contrary 


principles, the eb and the ſpirit, No 


man can ſerve theſe two maſters. 


ARTICLE XI. 


That clauſe, in the eleventh article, ce that 
« we are juſtified by faith only,” ſeems to 


(e) Rom. viii. 7 
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me, to be an expreſs contradiction to what 


aint James ſays, (J) Te ſee then, how 
« that, by works, a man is juſtified, and 


« not; by faith only.” Therefore I cannot 
alone to it. „ 


ARTICLE XIII. 


1 can I aſſent to what is aid in the 
thirteenth article, that © works, done be- 
« fore the grace of Cbriſt **** have the 
« nature of ſin: For, ſuppoſe a man, be- 
fore the grace of Chr „, that is (as I un- 
derſtand it) before he is regenerated, by the 
grace of Chriſt, or, according to the title 
of the article, before he is ju/ified, ſhould, 
out of .a kind compaſſionate diſpoſition of 
mind, ſuccour, or relieve, his fellow-crea- 
ture, in diſtreſs; which, ſurely, is a ſuppo- 
fable caſe; I do not think, that this action, 
in him, hath, in it, the mature of fin; 
though, in other reſpects, and upon the 
whole, his character be bad. And to tell 
him, that, in him, it hath the nature of 
ſin, is to tell him that he ought never to do 
ſuch an action again; which, I think, would 

K be 


J) James ii. 24. 
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be wrong. Much leſs can J aſſent to this 
doctrine, if the words are to be extended 
to beat bens, as well as profeſſed chriſtians; 
as it 1s very likely, the compilers meant 
them, according to that uncharitable notion, 
that the beſt actions of the beſt men, among 
the heathens, were only ſplendida peccata, 
varniſhed fins. For, if the doctrine in this 
extenſive ſenſe of the words be true, it 
would be as impoſlible for an heathen, to 
do any moral action; but what had, in it, 
the nature of ſin, as it was for him to be- 
lieve in Corift, of whom he had never 
heard; that is, abſolutely impoſſible. Nay, 
if this doctrine be true, he could not be 
properly ſaid to be a moral agent, or to be 
accountable for any of his actions. That 
is certainly a beautiful lovely character, 
which our Saviour deſcribes, in the perſon 
of a ſamaritan (g). It approves itſelf to 
every man's moral ſenſe, and is recom- 
mended by Chriſt to the imitation of all 
men, in thoſe words of his, go thou, and d 
hkewiſe, What! Go thou, and do that, 
which hath in it the nature of fin! fo is 
that of Cornelius the Roman centurion. 


He 


(e Luke x. 
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He is ſaid (4) to be 4 devout man; and 
one that feared Gor, with all his houſe ; 
which gave much alms to the people; and 
prayed to God alway. Now, this was his 
character, as the ſacred hiſtorian informs 
us, before he had ever heard the goſþe/ 
preached ; while he was a ſtranger to the 
grace of Chriſt; and yet it is ſaid, 515 
prayers and his alms were come up, for a 
memorial, before Gov. And they were fo 
pleaſing and acceptable, in the ſight of 
Gop, that he ſent an angel, a meſſenger 
from heaven, to direct him, whither, and 
| to whom, he ſhould go, to be inſtructed 
in the knowledge of Chriſt. How, then, 
can it be thought, that theſe prayers, and 
alms, of his, which were approved of that 
Gop, who is of purer eyes, than to bebald 
evil, had, in them, the nature F fin. 


Moreover, according to this article, no 
man before be grace of Gop, can do any 
thing to procure that grace, or make him- 
ſelf meet for it, unleſs he can procure it 

by finning againſt Gop, So that all ap- 
plication, all prayer, to the Gop of 4ʃl 
ED grace, 


Acts x. 
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grace, by men, in this ſtate, that is, before 
the grace , Gov, is plainly diſcouraged 
by this article. According to it, all ſuch 


application would be, not only altogether 
unſucceſsful, but in Ts ſuful, in them. 


4 R * 10 L E XVII 


he next Wage hm I hall mko:wotice 
of, is, the ſeventeenth, the title of which is 
« of predeſtination and election.” The 
word predeſtination is moſt commonly uſed, 
(:) by h ematical divines, in ſuch @ gene. 
ral ſenſe, as to extend to the whole human 
race, and to include under it election and re- 
probation.” But iti the ſenſe, iti which it is 
here uſed, it relates only to thoſe, who, 
according to this article, are ordained to | 
eternal life; and ſignifies much the ſame 
as elef1on,, For, in the article, it is called 
Predeſti nation to li fe, and i is s explained, or 
defined, 


(i) Prædeſtinationem, qui Deus alios in ſpem vitz adop- 
tat, alios adjudicat cternz morti, nemo —— Calvin. inſti- 
8 tut. Lib, Il, Cap. xxi. 88. 5. : 


in nos vocem 1 ſcil.) pariter de 
conſilio electionis, et reprobationis. Marck. Medull. Theol. 
Cap. vu. Sect. 2. | 
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Lefined, thus: « The everlaſting purpoſe 
« of God, whereby, before the foundati- 
« ons of the world were laid, he hath con- 
« ſtantly decreed, by his counſel ſecret to 
« us, to deliver from curſe and damnation, 
* thoſe, whom he hath choſen in Chriſt, 
* out of mankind, and to bring them, by 
« Chriſt, to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
te made to honour,” 

Here Adam and all his noſtarity, are con- 


ſidered as under curſe and damnation, when 


Gop made this decree; and therefore as 


guilty, in his ſight, as having tranſgreſſed 
his law); for nothing but guilt can ſubject a 
moral agent to curſe and damnation. Now, 
it is certain that a great part of mankind die 
in their infancy and childhood, before they 
are capable of having any idea of a law, 


or moral obligation ; and before they are 


capable of finning, of being guilty of the ac- 
tual tranſgreſſion of any divine law: There- 
fore, if every individual of the human race 


was conſidered of Gop, as under curſe and 


damnation, when he made this decree, it 
muſt be on account, not of aFual, but ori- 
ginal fin, or the fin of Adam, according to 

the 


„ ² 
the ninth article. For no man could he 
guilty of achua fin, or in his own perſon 
tranſgreſs the law of Gop, before he had 
| a being, or before he was capable of ſin- 
ning. If therefore all men were under guilt 
and damnation, on account of Adam's ſin, 
they muſt be ſo, by Gop's imputing that 
fin unto them, ſuppoſing this for the pre- 
ſent, that a man could be really guilty of 
fin, and liable to puniſhment, meerly by 
having it imputed to, or charged 12 
him. 


Now what a ſhocking repreſentation have 
we here, ſet before us, of the divine be- 
ing! Gop, beholding the whole human 
race, lying in guilt, and under eternal curſe 
and damnation; all in the ſame miſerable 
helpleſs, compaſſionable ſtate; into which 
they were brought, by a meer arbitrary, 
ſovereign act of his will, decreed to deli- 
ver ſome, a certain, determinate number, 
of them, from this ſtate, and to bring them 
by Chri/?, unto everlaſting ſalvation ; — 
having no mercy, or compaſſion, on the 
reſt; but leaving them to periſh eternally, 

without remedy, without any poſſibility of 
being 
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being delivered from that curſe and dam- 
nation, to which he had ſubjected them. 


Biſhop Burnet, on this article, obſerves, 
ee that it is very probable, that thoſe, who 
« pen'd it, meant that the decree was ab- 
e ſolute. But, ſince they have not ſaid it, 
« the remonſirants may ſubſcribe the arti- 
* cle, without renouncing their opinion, as 
te to this matter.” But it is plainly laid 


down here as abſolute. For, in this defi- 


nition, there is no condition, at all, ex- 
prefled, or implied. It is ſaid that, Gop 
bath conſtantly decreed to deliver from curſe 
and damnation, not all thoſe, who believe 
in Chriſt, and obey his goſpel; but thoſe, 
whom he hath choſen, in Chriſt, out of 
mankind. —— Beſides one cannot make 
any ſenſe of the following part of the ar- 
ticle, without ſuppoſing the decree to be 
abſolute, where it is faid that, © they, 
* which be endued with ſo excellent a be- 
ce nefit of Gop, be called, according to 


« Gop's purpoſe, ***#* and, at length, at- 


ce tain to everlaſting felicity:“ For, if the 
decree were not abſolute, but conditional; 


all men would be endued with ſo excellent 


à bene- 
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a benefit of Gop; none, confidered as ſin- 


ners, could be ſaid to be choſen, or de- 
creed to be everlaſtingly happy, more than 
others. But, if Gop had decreed to bring 
certain particular perſons, a certain, deter- 
minate number of men, to everlabing falva- 


tion, it would be impoſſible for them, to 


fail of it. And ſuch a decree would be evi- 
dently inconſiſtent with conditions. It 
would be, trictly ſpeaking, fre, 


The Biſhop, farther obſerves, upon this 


article, that it does not make any menti- 
© on of reprobation ; no, not in a hint. No 


definition 1s made, concerning it.” It is 


true, the word, reprobation, is not made 
uſe of, in this article. But, think, there 
here a broad hint, of what is meant, by 

And, if it be not defined, it is includ- 
we in, or neceſſarily follows from, the defi- 


nition, which we have here, of prediſtina- 


tion to life. For, if Gop decreed to deli- 
ver, only ſome, from curſe and damnation, 
even thoſe, whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 
out of mankind; then the reſt are-left, un- 


der curſe and damnation. They are left to 


periſh for-ever, without any help, or re- 
B medy. 


„% . „ a» 
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medy. They are paſt by, they are reject- 
ed, that is reprobated. Reprobation is a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of abſolute election, or 
predeſiination to life, as Calvin rightly ob- 
ſerves (E). It appears then that abſolute 
election is maintained in this article; that 
this is the doctrine, contained in it: Which 
is directly contrary to all the notions, that 
we have, of the moral perfections of Gop, 
from reaſon, or the light of nature; to the 
whole courſe and tenour of the holy ſcrip- 
tures; and to ſome of the articles them- 
ſelves; and is ſubverſive of all rational re. 
ligton. _ p „ 


To . repreſent Gop, as having created 
rational beings, capable of happineſs and 
miſery ; and immediately, upon their com- 
ng into being, ſubjecting them to guilt, to 
curſe, and damnation, by an arbitrary act 
of his will; and then leaving them, in this 
miſerable condition, not having any mercy, 

| — | or 


(4) Multi, ac fi invidiam a Deo repellere. vellent, elec. 
tionem ita fatentur, ut negent quemquam reprobari ; ſed 
inſcite nimis, et pueriliter: Quando ipſa electio, niſi re- 
probationi oppoſita, non ſtaret. *** Quos ergo Deus præte- 
rit, reprobat, Calvin. Inſtit. Lib. III. Cap. xxiii. Sect. 1. 


2 LETT . 
or compaſſion, on the works of his hands; 
nay inflicting on them, . everlaſting puniſh- 
ment; for what was abſolutely, and ever, 
out of their power to avoid; is to repre- 
ſent him as. —— as what he is not. Should 
any earthly parent deal, by his offspring, 
in any ſuch manner, he would be abhorred, 
and deteſted, by all men: He would be 
looked upon, as unworthy to live, on 
the face of the earth. Thoſe, who never 
enjoyed a revelation, who never had thoſe 
diſcoveries of the grace and mercy of Gon, 
which we have had, in the goſpel! of 
Chriſt, generally conceived of the ſupreme 
being as the 6% and preateſf. Theſe were 
the appellations, which they gave him. 


How inexcuſable, then, muſt it be, in any 
chriſtians, and diſhonourable to. Gop, to 


3 repreſent him as if the former of theſe did 
not belong to his nature. That a of 
the heathen poet, 


(4) Charior efi 2 bono, Ga „ * | 
or that of another, 


(a Mite et cegratum oft boni ni Da, 


conveys 


6% Juv. Sat x, 
(n) Sil. Ital. Lib. IV. 
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conveys to our minds, a much more juſt, 
as well as amiable conception of Dezty, 
than what is ſuggeſted, in this article. 
Goodneſs, benevolence, and mercy, or 


compaſſion toward the miſerable, and diſs 


trefſed, are things of univerſally good eſti- 


mation. They are neceſſarily approved of, 


by the mind, or underſtanding, of every 
intelligent being. And it is demonſtrable, 
from reaſon, that the one, only, eternal, 
neceſſary, ſelf-exiſtent, intelligent, being is 


good and benevolent: And ſuch, he manifeſts 
himſelf to be, in his government of this 


world, and his providence towards man- 
kind, His tender mercies are over all bis 


works, He taketh care of, and provideth 
for, the children of men, as a tender pa- 


rent. He is conſtantly ſhowering down 
his bleſſings on our heads. The earth 7s 
full of bis goodneſs. He ſendeth us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, and filleth our 


hearts with food and gladneſs. This we 
all daily, hourly, experience; of this we 


are all witneſſes. Yea; he 7s Lind, even 
to the unthankful, and to the evil. He 


bears long with wicked and ungodly men. 


He lengthens out their days, and ſpares 
| L 2 ä 
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them, from time to time. For what rea- 
| ſon? Only that they may contract the more 
guilt, in this world, and incur a greater 
puniſhment in another? No! I can never 
entertain a thought ſo unworthy of Gop; 
but that they may repent of their fins, and 
eſcape the puniſhment of tem. 


As the doctrine, contained in this article, 
3s contrary to what reaſon and experience 
teach us, of Gop; ſo it is, to the whole 

|  tenour of the ;ſacred ſcriptures. Herein we 
are aſſured, that Gop hath no pleaſure, in 
* the death of the wicked; that be is nit 
f willing that any ſhould periſb, but that a 
1 ſhould come to repentance. Therefore he 
= ſent his ſon, to be the Saviour of mankind, 
1 to be a propitiation for the fins of the whole 
world. For Gop 18 no reſpetter of perſons. 
Chriſt taſted death for every man. The 
precepts and exhortations, the declarations 
and promiſes, - of the goſpel, are general, 
They relate, or belong, not to a certain 
number, ſelected out of mankind ; but to 
all men, alike. Mercy and forgiveneſs is 
preached, through Chriſt, to all, that re- 
pent. And he invites all, that labour, and 


are 


a — nt Po IT 


N - 
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are heavy laden, to come unto bim, that they 
may find ref? to their ſouls; and promiſes, 
that he will, in no wiſe, caſt out any one, 
that cometh to him. He aſſures us, that 
our heavenly father will give his holy ſpirit 
to them who aſk him, who giveth to all 

| 1 e and e not. 


The n of thi drticle 605 to 
hay been aware, that theſe, and ſuch like, 
_ paſſages of ſcripture might be objected, 
againſt the doctrine, here laid down by 
them; when they added the two following 
admonitions, with which this arzicle is con- 
cluded. Furthermore, we muſt receive 
« Gop's promiſes, in ſuchwiſe, as they be 

generally ſet forth, unto us, in boly ſcrip- 
e ture: And in our doings, that will of 
„Go is to be followed, which we have 

« expreſſly declared unto us, in the word 
* Gon.“ | Generally, in the former of theſe 
ſentences, is not, I ſuppoſe, ſynonymous 
with the word commonly, uſually, or for the 
moſi-part ; but the meaning, as I take it, 
of theſe admonitions, as connected with the 
former part of the article, is this. Though 
Gop hath decreed to fave, and conſequent- 


ly 


= DL Ev :T SH 093 IV. 
ly to beſtow the bleſſings, contained in the 
promiſes of boly ſcripture, on them, only, 
whom he hath choſen in Chriff, out of 
mankind ; and though we are perſuaded of 


this, from tbe word of God; * yet the 


9 promiles are general; and we are to re- 
 cerve them, as they are ſet forth, or made, 
« to all, in general, in boly ſcripture. And, 
* though Gop befote the foundations of the 
world were laid, purpoſed, or willed, to 
ee fave, only thoſe, whom he had choſen in 
 * Chriſt, out of mankind; as we learn, 
from the wird of Gor; yet it is ſaid, 

« exprefily, in the ſame word of God, 


that he will have all men t6 be ſaved; 


« that he is not willing that any ſhould pe- 
« rifh, but that all ſhould come, to repen- 
* zance; and ſo obtain ſalvation, through 
« Chriſt; and this latter is the will of Gop, 
„which we are to follow, in our doings.” 
— hut alaſs! Gop is not a man, that he 
ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man that be 
ſhould repent, or alter his mind, or that he 
ſhould be inconfiſtent with, of contradict, 
himſelf; nor is it poſſible for men to believe 


contradictions. And, therefore, Gop will 
e never 
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never require it, of us; though ſome men 


may * ire it. 


1 now proceed to prove the next part 


of my aſſertion; namely, that the doctrine, 
contained in this article, contradicts ſome 
others of the articles. —— If Gop purpo- 
ſed to bring, only ſome, out of mankind, 


by Chrif, to everlaſting ſalvation; then this 


plainly follows, that Chriſt is the redeemer, 
or ſaviour, only of thoſe, who were choſen 


out of mankind, Or rather, this is the 
ſame, only in words, ſomewhat different; 


_ which directly contradicts the, 7wenty eighth 
article, where it is ſaid, that the ſacrament 


« of the Lord's ſupper is a facrament of our 
40 redemption, by Chri/s death; for the / 
meaning, here, cannot be, the redemption | 


of us the ele, but of us all: And the 
twenty. fifth, where we are told, that * the 
© ſacraments are effectual ſigns of grace, 
and good will towards us,” that is, us 
all: and the ſecond article, where Chrif 
18 faid to be, < a ſacrifice, not only for ori- 


© ginal, but alſo for all actual fins of 


« men;” and, to mention no more, the 


thr firſt; where the offering of Chrift is 


ſaid, 


&&  L ET 3 BB e. 
| faid, to be © that perfect redemption, pro- 
te pitiation, and ſatisfaction for all the /n 
* of the whole world, both original and 
8 2 4 | 


n now remains to nere that this doctrine 
is ſubverſive of all true, real religion; and 
takes away the force of every motive and 
argument, that can be made uſe of, to per- 
ſuade men to lead good and virtuous lives. 
According ta the account, here given us, 
of the procedure and dealing of Gop, with 
mankind, there appears nothing 'of mercy, 
or compaſſion,” in it ; not even towards the 
cleft themſelyes. Gor having choſen them, 
only to ſhew forth the glory of his ſove- 
reignty, of his abſolute dominion over the 
works of his'hands, not out of kindneſs, or 
mercy, to them. For had it been out of 
mercy, his mercy would have taken in the 
whole human race; as they were all equal- 
ly objects of mercy; all in the fame. mi- 
ſerable, helpleſs ſtate; unleſs we ſuppoſe 
him to act, without having any end, in his 
view; or without any reaſon of acting; 
which'i is highly unworthy of Gop, Now, 
if * we do not include goodneſs, in our idea 


of 
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of God; but conſider him, only as a being 
of irreſiſtible power, and uncontrolable 
ſovereignty, we muſt be held, for-ever, 
under a ſpirit of bondage to fear, We muſt 
have our minds filled with dread and hor- 
ror, Whenever we think of ſuch a being, 
as the ſupreme governour of the univerſe; 
but could never feel, in our minds, any 
emotions of love, or gratitude, towards 
him. And I cannot fee, how any man can 
have any real religion in him, (unleſs by 
religion we mean .horror) whoſe heart is 
void of theſe affections towards the author 
of his being. He may be ſuperſtitious 
enough, he may have that devoutneſs, 
which proceeds from a flaviſh fear (a); and 
may think to ſooth, or flatter, the object 
of his fear; but cannot be ſaid to be truly 
religious. And that this doctrine tends to 
. weaken, and deſtroy, the force of all thoſe 
arguments, which can be made uſe of, to 
perſuade. men, to mind their ſouls, and a 
future ſtate; to live holy and virtuous lives 
and to make their eternal ſalvation, their 

M 7 princi- 


(a) 5 6 U veg., 60565 Yea, 50 Peloid aiv, * Gag. 
Maxim. Tyr. Diſſert. IV. 


CCT 
principal concern, is evident. For, ſuppoſe 
one, who maintains this doctrine, ſhould 
addreſs himſelf to an jrreligious, wicked 
man, who knows what his opinion is, and 
ſhould uſe all the a b that he can 
think of, to this purpoſe; might not 
this other ſet them all aſide, and wholly 

evade the force of them, by ſome ſuch an- 
ſwer as this? © According to this doctrine 
of your's, my everlaſting ſtate is unalter- 
* ably fixed, by the decree of Goo. What 
e ſenſe is there then, in your perſuading 
% me to take care of my foul, and ſecure 
my everlaſting happineſs? Can I reverſe, 
* or make void, the decree of beaven ? Can 
I reſiſt almighty power?“ | 


Nay, in this very 11e. men are cau- 
tioned againſt thinking, at leaſt againſt 
thinking, too often, on their future ſtate. 
For which caution, I think, there is but 
little occafion. —— This ſeems to me, to 
be the obvious meaning of that ſtrange paſ- 
ſage in it, if it has any meaning at all. 
« For curious and carnal perſons, lacking 
« the ſpirit of Chriſt, to have continually 
© before their eyes, the ſentence of Gop's 


pred li- 
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te predeſiination, is a moſt dangerous down- 
« fall, whereby the devil doth thruſt them 
« into deſperation, or into wretchleſſneſs of 
ce moſt unclean living, no leſs perilous than 
« deſperation ;” for as every man's ſtate of 
| happineſs or miſery is from eternity unalte- 
rably fixed by, and abſolutely depends 
upon, this decree of Gop, it is not con- 
ceivable, how a man, who is throughly 
perſuaded of the truth of the doctrine, here 
taught, ſhould think ſeriouſly, of another 
world; or be ſolicitous about his future 
ſtate; without having, before his eyes, this 
| ſentence of Gop's predeſtinatien. 


Another thing, which it may be proper, 
here, to take notice of, is, that, according 
to the ſyſtem of doctrine contained in theſe 
articles, this is the character and ſtate of all 
men, the elect as well as others; —— they 
are all carnal perſons, and lack the ſpirit of 
Chrift; nay the beſt actions of their lives 
have in them the nature of fin, before juſti- 
fication; ſo that for the ele [before they 
are juſtified] fo have, before their eyes, the 
ſentence of God's predeſtination, the very 
doctrine, in the former part of this article, 

M 2 is 4 
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is a moſt dangerous downfall; and, if ſo, 
this 1s what they, as well as others, ſhould 
carefully avoid. —— But, how 1s it, that 
the devil doth hereby throw them into deſpe- 
ration. ? Is it not, by putting this notion 
into their heads, or ſuggeſting it to their 
thoughts? Which it is not likely he would 
do, if this doctrine had not, in itſelf, 4 
tendency, to produce this effect? How 
then, can they get clear of this charge, 
which is here laid upon the devil, — who, 
teach this doctrine, and publiſh it to the 
world ? Are they not herein fellow-workers 
with him? Is it not unaccountable, that 
any ſhould Jay that down, as an article of 
faith ; ſhould teach that, for chriſtian doc- 
trine; whereby they own, themſelves, men 
have been Thruſt into . deſperation, or in- 
70 oretcbleſſneſs of moſt unclean living, and 
which the devil makes uſe of, to compaſs 
15 een of men 8 bay wok 


I ſhall diſmifs this artiele with obſerving, 
that though it be drawn up, with a great 
deal of reſerve, and the authors of it are 
not ſo bold, and full, upon the ſubject, as 
Calvin, in * inflituions or the affembly 

| of di- 
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of divines, at Meſiminſter, in their confeſſion 
of faith ; —— yet the eternal ſtate of every 
man, that is born into the world, is as ab- 
ſolutely and unalterably fixed, in this arti- 
cle; eſpecially if it be conſidered, as it 
ought to be, in connexion with the other 
articles; particularly the zenth, thirteenth, 
and eighteenth, as in either of thoſe, And, 
if it really be fo, all the reſt, relating to 
the ſubje&, is but of little moment. That 
they, who drew up the article, underſtood 
this decree of predeſtination, to be abſolute, 
may, 1 think, be fairly inferred, from their 
apprehending this conſequence, or effect, 
of men's having, before their eyes, this ſen- 
tence, their being thruſt into deſperation. 
For no ſuch conſequence could be appre- 


hended, from men's having before their t 
4 cond, t onal decree. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


In the next article, the clerical, curſing 
ſtyle is really ſhocking. *< They, alſo, are 
* to be accurſed, that preſume to ſay, tha 
every man ſhall be ſaved, by the law, or 
60 ' ſet, which he profeſſeth; ſo that he be 
4c di- 


id 
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« diligent-to frame his life, according to that 
« law, and the light of nature.” And 
ſo is the conſequence, fairly deducible from 
what is here aſſerted. For does not Saint 
Peter preſume to ſay this (o)? Of a truth 1 
perceive, that Gop is no reſpecter of perſons. 
But, in every nation, be that feareth him, 
and worketh righteouſneſs, 1s accepted with 
bim. Biſhop Burne?'s expoſition of this 
article, is very wrong; quite different from 
the plain, obvious ſenſe of it. The deſign, or 
meaning of the article, according to him, is 
this © that it is not free to men to chuſe, at 
« pleaſure, what religion they will, as if 
** that were left to them; or chat all religi- 
ons were alike,” 


I hope your patience will hold out, —— 
I muſt proceed very ſlowly. —— My con- 
ſcience is concerned. —— But whatever 
concluſion, I come to, at laſt, 


I am, and ſhall be, 
Reverend and Honoured Sir, &C. 


(e) Act: x. 34, 35. : / | | 
1 LETTER 
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Reverend and Honoured Sir, 


I 1 ons on the thirty nine articles, 


* K 
4 R TTeE E Ir. 


The nineteenth arvich is, of the viſible. 


Church of Chriſt, which is. there defined 
to be, © a congregation of faithful men, 


by in the which, the pure word of Gop is 
te precehed, and the ſacraments be duly ad- 


te miniſtered, according to Chriſt's ordi- 
e nance, in all thoſe things, that are requi- 
tc ſite to the ſame.” 


This, excepting that it ſeems to exclude 
thoſe of our fellow chriſtians, who go un- 
der the denomination of Qzakers, and to 


imply 


: 


KKK Am going on, in my obſervati- 


— 


Congregations, in Great Britain. 
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imply that a congregation of ſuch, met to- 


_ gether, to worſhip Gop, is not a chriſtian 


Church, or any part of the Churrh of Chrif}, 


nor indeed any congregation of proteſtant 
Diiſſenters, in England, of what denomi- 


nation ſoever they be; if that doctrine 


be true, which hath been aſſerted, and 


warmly maintained, by many of the epiſco. 


pal clergy. © That epiſcopal ordination is 


« neceſſary, to the due adminiſtration of 


the ſacraments, according to Chriſt's or- 


* dinance, or is one of the things, that, 
© of neceſſity, are requiſite to the ſame, 


« and which ſeems to be the eſtabliſhed 


« doctrine of the national Church, in En-. 
« gland, from its inſiſting upon the ordina- 


* tion of thoſe, who have been already or- 


« dained by Preſoyters, before ey are ad- 


40 mitted to miniſter in that Church: —— 


This, I ſay, may be a good definition of 


a particular, chriſtian Church, met toge- 


ther, in one place, for religious worſhip. 
Such, I ſuppoſe, was the Church, in 

Nymphas houſe, and in Philemon's houſe. 
Such were the Churches of Aa. And 
there are, thouſands of ſuch Churches, or 


— But 
ER 
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THE Church, or T H E Church of Cbriſt, 


is but one, one body under one head, of 
which there never was, a congregation, ſince 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, unleſs it was at Jeruſalem; 
— nor ever will be, *till the judgment 
of the great day. Thus it is ſpoken of, 
in the new teſtament (a). For the buſband 
is the head of the wife, even as Chriſt is the 
head of the Church, and be is the Savi- 
aur of the body: Therefore, as the Church 
16 ſubject to Chriſt, ſo - 1 Au con- 
eerning Chriſt, and the Church. And 
in many other places. 


ARTICLE XX. 


The next article is, of the power of the” 
Church. One can hardly conceive, What a 
charming ſound, theſe words the power, or 
authority, of the church, have, in the ears 
of ſome of the clergy. It inſpires them 
with lofty thoughts, and gives them a ſtate- 
ly air. Nay ſome, while they have been 
writing on this ſubject, the power of the 
Church, ſeem to have had their heads grown 
giddy, and their ſenſes not a little affected, 

N a with 


(a) Eph. v. 23, 24, 32. 


go . 
with the thoughts of it, for the tide, 1 
Of this, I ſhall produce only two inſtances, 
and thoſe, noted in'the Church, authors of 
name, and reputation, to this day. The 
firſt, I ſhall name, is Mr. Hooker (6). What 
« Angel” ſays he, © in heaven, could have 
* fajd to man, as our Lord did unto Peter, 
feed my ſheep, preach, baptize, do this 
© in remembrance of me; whoſe fins ye 
< retain, they are retained ; and their of- 
* fences, in heaven, ed, Whoſe 
« faults you ſhall, on earth, forgive? What 
think we? Are theſe terreftrial ſounds ? 
* Or elfe, are they voices uttered out of the 
« clouds, above? The power of the mini- 
« fry of Gop tranſlateth, out of darkneſs, 
© into glory. It raiſeth men, from the earth, 
„ and bringeth Gop, himſelf, down from 
« heaven, by blefling viſible elements, it 
e maketh them inviſible grace. It giveth, 
« daily, the Holy Ghoft, It hath to diſpoſe 
« of that eb; which was given, for the 
« life of the world; and that Blood, which 
« was poured out, to redeem ſouls, When 
« it poureth malediction, on the heads of 
« the wicked, they periſh When it re- 
66 « yoketh 


{6) Eccleſiaſt. Polity, p. 410, Ed, 1617. 


L 


From the NE PH E W. 0 91 
© voketh the ſame, they revive.” Doth 
not this look like raving? Could a man, 


out of his ſenſes, talk greater nonſenſe ? 


The other inſtance, is Do#or Claget, 


who, generally, and upon moſt other ſub. 
jets, on which he wrote, appears to have 
had a very juſt, correct way of thinking: 
And to have been a ſtrong, __ reaſoner ; 


and yet, how weakly doth this author talk, 
in (c) one of his ſermons, on this ſubject, 
the authority of the Church; where he gives 
us an inſtance, in himſelf (which one can 
hardly help pitying) of the truth of that ob- 


ſervation of his, above quoted (d). Where- 


| cc as, ſays he, the Church of England 
« does not pretend to be an infallible guide, 


« or judge z and yet requires the people, to 


« believe as ſhe believes, to profeſs what 


« ſhe profeſſeth, and to do what ſhe enjoyn- 


ee eth; (here is no limitation) © it is very 
te fit that her miniſters ſhould, ſometimes, 


©« make it plain, that ſhe requires this; be- 


« cauſe ſhe has reaſon ſo to do, and is not 


in theſe points deceived ; though ſhe does 
N 2 2 nat 


(e) vol. I. Serm. i. Ed. 1694. 
(4) Sec Page = - 


02 EL E ® V. 
ce not pretend that ſhe cannot err in any.” 
Could any man talk more inconſiſtent- 
ly than the Doctor here doth ? And beſides, 
what is here meant, by the Church. of En- 
gland? Who, in the world, is this Se, 
that, according to this way of ſpeaking, is 
ſomebody, diſtinct from the miniſters and 
people, or idiota, as the eccigſiaſtical politi- 
cian, above quoted, tells us, (e) Saint Paul 
nameth the order of the laity; but where, 1 
cannot find, in my new teſtament. Heb. 
11, 17. is .ſet down, in the margin; but 
there is no ſuch word, there. 


But to come now to the artick. —1 
ſuppoſe, the word, Church, in this, and 
the former article, is uſed, exactly in the 
ſame ſenſe; as one ſhould think it ought to 
be. I would, therefore, here put the de- 
f̃nition, in the room of it: To which I 
think no reaſonable objection can be made, 
and then the firſt clauſe of this article will 
run thus. A congregation of faithful men, 
and ſo en, © hath power to decree rites, or 
* ceremonies, and authority, in matters of 


„faith.“ 
TY Before 
6) Eccleſiaſt. Pol. p. 411. 
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Before I come to the main objections, 
which J have, to this article, I would here 
obſerve, that, in order to ſubmit, and yield 
obedience, to any authority, it is proper, 
yea it is neceſſary to know, who is, or are, 
_ inveſted with that authority. Therefore, 

I think it not impertinent here to aſk, not- 
| withſtanding this definition, What Church, 


| & what congregation, is this, to whom this 


te power and authority belong? Where is 
« jt? Who are the members of it? In what 
 * part of the world do they live? How far, 
* and over whom, doth this authority ex- 
tend?“ To which queſtions any one, 
who will make the trial, will find it, I be- 
lieve, a difficult matter, to give a ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer, fatisfattory to any reaſonable 
man; and conſiſtent, likewiſe, with this 
definition, —— I do not think, that there 
are any, on earth, who have ſuch power, 
and authority, 1 85 in them. 


There never was a word uſed, in a more 
vague, ſhifting, indeterminate ſenſe, than 
this word Church hath been by ſome writ- 
ers; And that, — with a deſign, 


and 


r. 
and to ſerve a turn. One may eaſily per- 
ceive how cautiouſly, and induftribuſly, they 
have guarded againſt a clear, and patticular, 
explanation of the meaning of it, through- 
out the whole of their writings, even when 
the Church hath been, profeſſedly, the ſub- 
Jet of them. Who can tell, for inſtance, 
what is meant by this word, in that moſt 
unnatural and monſtrous, moſt ſenſeleſs, 
and (J) howelleſs, production, that ever the 

brain of man was delivered of, the Alliance 
between Church ani State? — But what- 
ever is meant, by the Church in this arti cle; 
or whoever they are, that conſtitute it, I 
cannot aſſent to it, for two reaſons, fir, 
becauſe what it aſſerts is incompatible with 
the authority of Chriſt; and fecondly, be- 
cauſe the latter part of it contradicts the 
former. 


To ſay, * that the Church hath power to 
cc decree rites or 'ceremonies,” is to make 
the body the bead; for Tuch a power can 
belong only to the bead, which is Chrift. 


For 70 decree r tes, or Ceremonies, and to 


impoſe the obſervation of them, in the chri- 
| ſtian 


) See Canons of Criticifin, Canon VI. Examp. viii, 
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ſtian worſhip of Gop, is, to make /aws and 


ordinances, in the Church of Chrifl, And 


whoever do exerciſe, or claim, ſuch autho- 
rity, over their fellow chriftians, they are 


ſo far anti-chriſtian. They are not ſubject 


to Chriſt: As the apoſtle ſays the Church | 


is; but incroach upon his province ; and 
uſurp that authority, which belongs to him 
only. The Church of Chriſt is the kingdom 


of Chriſt. And it is an abſolute kingdom. 


He alone is head, or king, of the Church. 
He is the ole legiſlator in it. 


To him, therefore, the anointed of Gop ; 
to him, who is exalted, far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not only 


in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
come, be glory and dominion aſcribed, in 


the Church, throughout all ages, world with- 
And let not poor, weak, fin- 


out end. 
ful mortals preſume, in their own vain ima- 
ginations, to place themſelves, with him, 
upon his throne; and to iflue out their de- 
crees and ordinances, to appoint rites and 
ceremonies, in his kingdom ; and to inforce 
them, upon their fellow chriſtians, their 

fellow 


MW. LBP Bk V; 
fellow ſubjects. Who dare ——? Alaſs! 
Some have dared, and ſtill dare, thus to 


incroach, on the , prerogative of this King 
of glory, which is incommunicable ; and in 


which none on earth can ſhare with him, 


There is but one Lord. 


Is it to be imagined, that Chriſt, who 
came into this world, to ſet up, and eſtab- 


liſh, his ſpiritual kingdom, here on earth, 


ſhould leave it to weak, fallible men, to 


draw out the ſcheme, or ſettle the form of 


it? Or to vary, and alter it, according to 
their own humours and fancies, in all ſuc- 
ceeding ages, to the end of the world? No! 
The laws and ordinances of his kingdom 
are left upon record, in the new zeſtament. 


| There they are laid down, before us, with | 


Fd 


the greateſt perſpicuity and ſimplicity ; and 


by theſe, and theſe only, every chriſtian 


ſhould be directed, and governed, in things 
pertaining to the &ingdom of Cbriſt, and 
the ſalvation of his own ſoul. And who- 
ever is ſo, throughout the whole courſe of 
his life, he is ſafe, he is in the right way 
to heaven, and ſhall, when he hath finiſn- 
ed his warfare here? be admitted into the ge- 

neral 
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neral aſſembly, and Church of the firſt born 
iarolled there; by whatever ſect, or party, 
he may now be pronounced an- Heretic, or a 
Schiſmatic 5 or by whatever Church, here, 
on earth, he may be excommunicated. 


Chriſt inſtituted #200 rites, in his Church. 
And who hath power to inſtitute a third ? 
Let them, who lay claim to ſuch a power, 
produce their commiſſion. + Let them make 
good their claim, and prove it; not from 
one, or two, texts of ſcriptures of doubt- 
ful interpretation ; or miſapplied; but from 
ſuch, as are clear, expreſs, and full to the 
purpoſe. For this, in the conſequences of 
it, is a matter of very great importance to 
the chriſtian Church, If ſuch a power be 
allowed, where ſhall we fix the bounds of 
it? To what number of rites, and ceremo- 
nies, ſhall it be limited? Or is it to be 

boundleſs? What a multitude of ceremo- 

nies, hath the Church of Rome introduced, 

into the 'worſhip of Gop | And the uſe and 

obſervation of them all, is what they can 
juſtify, upon this principle, that the Church 
bath power to decree rites and ceremonies. _ 


O And, 


V. 


And, as to matters of faith, if any autbo- 
rity be left to the Church, in theſe, it muſt 
be, either to add to the chriſtian doctrine, 
and to make more articles of faith, than 
are contained in the goſþe/; or to interpret 
this rule of faith, and ſettle the ſenſe of it, 
If the former, then theſe additional arti- 
cles are neceſſary to be beheved, neceſſary to 
ſolvation; or they are not. To fay, that 
they are; is really to. contradict ſcripture; 


and to make the chriſtian revelation, a very 
diefective, and altogether inſufficient, rule 


of faith. If they are not; what good 
purpoſe doth this authority ſerve ? What va- 
luable end doth it anſwer ? If the latter be 
the meaning of the article, that the Church 
hath authority to interpret the rule of faith, 
and to inforce it's interpretation, on thoſe 
who are ſubje& to it's authority; to make 
this good, it muſt be proved, either that 
the Church is infallible; or elſe that, if it 
puts a wrong interpretation on ſcripture, it 
hath till authority to inforce it. Either of 
which, what proteſtant wilt undertake to 
maintain ? 


To 
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To fay © that the Church hath authority 

« to put a right, or true, interpretation on 
_« ſcripture; and to inforce it,” is ſaying juſt. 
nothing; or nothing to the purpoſe. For 
who ſhall judge, whether the interpretation 
be right? Whether it gives the true ſenſe 
of ſcripture, or not? —— If the Church is 
to judge of this; then here is eſtabliſhed, 
at once, an implicite faith in the Church; 
an eſſential principle of popery: The very 
foundation, on which the Church of Rome 
was raiſed : And on which it ſtill reſts, —— 
If thoſe, over whom the Church claims this 
authority, are to judge, in the caſe; then 
this authority comes to nothing. And in- 
deed, the latter part of this article quite de- 
ſtroys that authority, which is given to the 
Church, in the former part of it. And, 
therefore, as was ſaid before, contradicts 
itſelf. Let any one tell me, if he can, 
what power, the Church bath, to decree rites, 
or ceremonies ; or what authority, in matters 
of faith; if it be not lawful for the Church, 
as it is ſaid, in the latter part, 10 ordain any 
thing, that is contrary to GoD's word writ- 
ten; neither ſo to expound one place of ſcrip- 
O 2 ure, 


jo III. 
ture, \that it be repugnant to another. And 
that, as it ought not to decree any thing, 
that is againſt holy writ, ſo beſides the ſame 

ought it not to inforce any thing, to be be- 
lie ved, for neceſſity of - ſalvation. 


How weak, and groundleſs, this claim 
of the Church is, will farther appear; if we 
conſider, that the ales, themſelves, though 
they were indued with power from on high, 
and were, in an extraordinary manner, in- 
ſpired, and taught, by the holy ſpirit, did 
not claim, or exerciſe, ſuch a power, or 
authority, as is here aſcribed to the Church. 
They decreed no rites, nor ceremonies, to 
be uſed, in the chriſtian worſhip; but what 
Chriſt had inſtituted, before he aſcended to 
the father. Nor did they inforce any. doc- 
trines, by dint of meer authority. They 
required not an implicite faith, or to be be- 
lieved on their bare word, by thoſe, to 
whom they preached the goſpel; but reaſon- 
ed with them, They produced paſlages of 
ſcripture, and uſed arguments to prove their 
doctrine, to convince men of the truth of 
it, and to perſuade them to believe and em- 

brace it, When Paul was at Theſſalonica, 
| where 
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where was a ſynagogue of the Jews, it is 


ſaid (g) that he, as his manner was, went 


ce jn unto them, and three ſabbath- days 
ec reaſoned with them, out of the ſcriptures, 
opening, and alledging, that Chriſ muſt 
* needs have ſuffered, and riſen again from 


e the dead. So at Corinth (b) : > he reaſon- 
«ed, in the ſynagogue, every ſabbath, and 


e perſuaded the Jews, and the Greeks.” 


And in his ſecond epiſtle to theſe Corintbi- 


ans, after they were converted, and had 
profeſſed chriſtianity, he renounces and diſ- 


claims all authority over their faith (7). 


Not, for that we have dominion over your 


ce faith; but are helpers of your joy.” I, 


the apoſtle, Peter, exhorts the elders, 
(4) *© feed the flock of Gop, Reg, - 


% overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 


« willingly ; —— neither as being Lords over 
* Gop's clergy, or heritage.” Grotius, on 
that text, in 2 Cor, i. 24. hath theſe words. 


Nibil volumus a vobis credi, niſi que Chriſtus 


pracepit, Si quid pro noſtro lubitu impone- 


(s) Acts xvii. 2, 3. 
() Ads xviii. 4. 
-(s) 2 Cor. i. 24. 

(4) 3 Pet. v. 1, 2, 3. 
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remus, hoc eſſet domi natum exercere in ſidem, 
ut bic: In fopulum frevrarem Deo, ut 


1 Pet. v. 3. 


This notion of the power, and authority 
of the Church muſt, wherever it is believ- 
ed and maintained, neceſſarily, and imme- 


diately, affect human ſociety, civil and re- 
ligious; to the great prejudice and detri- 


ment of both. And, accordingly, we 
find, in hiſtory, with what dreadful conſe- 


- quences it hath been attended, where it 
hath prevailed, and been eſtabliſhed. By 


this antichriſtian power of the Church to de- 
cree rites or ceremonies; and this authority 
in matters of faith; kingdoms have been 
inſlaved, and ſpiritual tyranny hath been 
eſtabliſhed, throughout Chriftendom. And 
in the defence, and ſupport, of this pow- 
er, and authority, millions of lives have 
been deſtroyed. It is enough to make one 


tremble now, to read the accounts, that we 


have, in hiſtory, of the ſlaughter and blood- 
ſhed, the havock and devaſtation, which 


have been, hereby, occaſioned, on the face 


of the earth. Emperors, kings, and prin- 
ces, have been ſet on, to murder, and but- 
cher, 
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cher, their own ſubjects; or to carry fire, 
and ſword, into the territories of their 
neighbours ; who have gloriouſly ſtood up, 
in defence of that liberty, wherewith Cbriſt 
had made them free; and in oppoſition 7 
this uſurped authority; which, indeed, 
ſtill claimed. But, bleſſed be Gop, t - | 
exerciſe of it is, in a good meaſure, re- 
ſtrained. 


Another ſad and grievous conſequence of 
the uſurping, and exerciſing, this power, 
and authority, is, the corruption of the 

_ chriſtian doctring and worſhip, and eſpe- 
cially of the dirine, which ſtill prevails, 
in every chriſtian nation, more or leſs. The 
truth, as it is in Feſus, the doctrine of the 
goſpel, in its purity and ſimplicity, is plain, 
and eaſy to be underſtood, by the moſt illi- 
terate, - by men af the meaneſt capacities, 
and employed i in the loweſt ſtations of life: 
Which 1s one argument of it's divine origi- 
nal. But alaſs! Such is the humour 
of the $a of mankind, that they 
have but mean, low thoughts of things, 
that are plain, and level to their underſtand- 
ings. They like to hear things wonderful, 
and 
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| and ſurprizing. They revere myſteries; doc- 
| trines, that are above their comprehenſion, 
=_ and underſtanding : (7) And this humour, 
| the clergy have generally gratified, and en- 
1 | . couraged, in the people ; and have made 
their advantage of it. How many perplex- 
ed, intricate notions; high, metaphyſical 
ſpeculations, have been introduced into the 
chriſtian doctrine; and have been ſo mixed, 
and blended, with it, that it is a hard mat- 
ter, for the greateſt part of chriſtians, to 
diſtinguiſh between it and them; and to 
ſeparate the wheat from the chaff. Chriſti- 
anity is almoſt buried, der the rubbiſh 
of divinity, as it is called * which is be- 
come a very difficult, abſtruſe, and exten- 
five ſcience, as taught, in our ſyſtems, or 
bodies of divinity; as in thoſe of Calvin, 
Turretine, March, Pictet, &c. So that it 
requires a great deal of time, and pains, 
long, laborious reading, and ſtudying, by 
day light, and candle-light, to become a 
good, able, chriſtian divine; that is, a 
chriſtian metaplyſi cin. 45 
| * Schole, 


(1) Gp204ts yap oven , A Vurn, TA uU re 1v 
N T, Ts fs amovros Ott. 
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Scbolæ non vitæ diſcimus. 


f temember the ever memorable Mr. Hales, 
ſome where, in his writings, calls divinity 
the ſupreme empreſs of ſciences. — 44 
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Another lamentable conſequence of this 
uſurped, antichriſtian power, and authority, 
of the Church, hath been a corruption of 
the lives and manners, of chriſtians. It is 
do be obſerved, that, as the power and con- 
ſequently the wealth (for theſe generally go 
together) of the clergy, have increaſed, in 
any nation; as they have ſucceeded, in 
their ambitigus; and covetous, purſuits; 
through the favour and countenance of the 
civil magiſtrate; fo, and in the ſame de- 
gree, truth, liberty, virtue, and real religi- 
on, have been, always, upon the decline. 
And ignorance, ſuperſtition, and a zeal for 
religious 7rifes, and metaphyſical, unintel- 
ligible Jargon, together with broils, con- 
tentions, and envyings, about them; and 
a diſſoluteneſs of manners, have prevailed, 
in that nation. —— Thus it ever hath been, 
thus it ever will be; becauſe thus it muſt 
be, —— The connexion is founded in the 
1 8 P | nature 
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nature of things, as might be eaſily ſhewn, 
The more flouriſhing the Church is, in the 
ſunſhine of royalty, or civil power; 7hat is, 
the more power, and authority, the clergy 
are poſſeſſed of, the greater wealth and 
grandeur they are advanced to; the lower, 
the more upon the decay, will the Church 
_ of Chriſt, which is righteouſneſs, peace, | 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, ever be. 


We have, in ſcripture, many prediction, 
and promiſes, of a much more glorious, 
and happy ſtate of the fingdom of Chrift 
here on earth, than ever yet hath been; 
when univerſal peace, and righteouſ. 
neſs, ſhall prevail, throughout the world; 
when the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
fea; when men ſhall beat their ſwords into 
plowe[hares, and their ſpears into pruning- 
boots. When the wo if ſhall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down 
with - the kid: But theſe predictions 


will never be acti. nor this ſtate 
of the kingdom of Chriſt come, till the 
kingdom of the priefts be utterly deſtroyed, 

from 
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from off the face of the earth, and aboliſh- 
ed, from among the children of men. 


————— 1 3 * 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 


1 paſs over the five next articles, and 
come now to the twenty ſixth; where we 
are told, that, © although, in the viſible 
Church, the evil be mingled with the 
e good, and ſometimes the evil have chief 
te authority, in the miniſtration of the wrd 
© and ſacraments; yet, foraſmuch as they 
e do not the ſame in their own name, but 
in Chris; and do miniſter, by his com- 
< miſſion, and authority, we may uſe their 
c miniſtry, both in hearing the word of 

4 Gop, and in receiving the ſacraments.” 


This ſeems to me ſuch ſtrange doctrine, 
that I can never give my aſſent to it. —— 
How can it be conceived, that the evil, 
who, by their- wicked lives, and bad ex- 
amples, corrupt men's manners, and pro- 

|  pagate vice and irreligion, in the world; 
and, in fo doing, are the ſervants of the 
devil, —— how can it be conceived, I ſay, 
that ſuch men, while they continue ſuch, 
ts 9 E 4 ae 
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have an authority, and commiſſion, . from 
' Chriſt; whom Gop ſent, into the world, 
to bleſs men, in turning them from their 
iniquities, —— to iniſer in boly things ? 
The miniſtration of ſuch men is, really, a 
profanation of the ſacred ordinances of reli- 
gion. And, ſurely, it cannot be, in the 
name, and þy the authority of Chrift, that 
they profane the inſtitutions of Chrif}, 
They, of all men, are the greateſt enemies 
of the croſs of Chriſt; their examples ren- 
der all their miniſtrations ineffectual, to any 
good purpoſe ; at leaft, they greatly hinder 
the good effects of them, upon the hearts 
and lives of thofe, who attend on their mi- 
niſtry (). And, whereas it is ſaid, „we 
IQ I . may 


; Nullos autem pejus mereri de omnibps mortalibus ju- 
dico, quam qui ph:42/op-:am, velut aliquod artificium væna- 
le, didicerunt: Qui aliter vivutit, quam vivendum eſſe præ- 
cipiunt. Exempla enim ſeipſos inutilis diſcipline circumfe- 
runt, nulli non vitio quod inſequuntur obnoxii. Non magis 
mihi poteſt quiſquam talis prodeſſe præceptor, quam guber- 
nator in tempeſtate nauſeabundus. Tenendum eſt, rapiente 
flactu, gubernaculum, luctandum cum ipſo mari, eripiendu 
ſunt vento vela: Quid me poteſt adjuvare rector navigii, 
attonitus, et vomitans? Quanto majore putas vitam tem- 
peſtate jactari quam ullam ratem? Non eſt loquendum, ſed 
gabernandum. Onnia, quæ dicunt, quæ turba audiente 

| jactant, 
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& may uſe their miniſtry, both in hearing 
c the. word of Gor, and in receiving the 
* ſacraments,” I ſhould chooſe, for my own. 
part, to attend on the miniſtry of a /ay- 
preacher, who is a good, pious man; than 
of a wicked man, though the hands of the 
two Arch-biſhops had been laid on his head. 


Quid faciendum fit, a facientibus diſcendum eſt, 


The latter part of the article is, in theſe 
words. © Nevertheleſs it appertaineth to 
* the diſcipline of the Church, that enquiry 
te be made, of evil miniſters; and that they 
* be accuſed, by thoſe, that have know- 
edge of their offences; and, finally, be- 
ing found guilty, by juſt judgment be de- 
# poſed.” This is an evident inconſiſtency 
with the former part of the article, Here 
is an authority, in the Church, or in ſome, 
who bear office in it, which is ſuperior, or, 
at leaſt, ſtands in oppoſition to the autho- 
rity of Chriſt, who is head of the Church; 
an en to depoſe thoſe men from their 
. 1 8 office, 
3atant,. aliena ſunt. Dixit illa Plate, dixit Zero, dixit 
Chry/ippus, Poſidonius, et ingens agmen tot, et talium. Quo- 


modo probare poſſint ſua eſſe monſtrabo: * quæ 
Gxerint. Senec, Epiſtol. cviii. 
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office, or to prohibit, and reſtrain, them 
from the exerciſe of it; from miniſtring in 
the word, and ſacraments, —— who, at 
the ſame time, have an authority, and com- 


miſſion, according to the former part of the 


article, from .Chrift himſelf, to miniſter in 


them. Who, in the Church, will preſume, 


thus to controul the authority of him, whom 


 Gop gave to be head over all things, to the 


Church; and to ſet aſide his commiſſion ? 
ARTICLE XXVII. 


The title of the next article, is, of bap- 


ziſm: Which is thus defined. Baptiſm 


« is a ſign of regeneration, or new birth; 
te whereby, as by an inſtrument, *** 
& faith is confirmed, and grace increaſed,” 


that is, in the perſon baptized; for no 


other ſenſe, I think, can be put upon the 
words. vs wh By Virtue of prayer to. Gon,” 


This definition takes in infant baptiſm, 
as well as adult. Accordingly, it is ſaid, 
in the very next words, that the baptiſm 
* of young children,” that is of infants, 
« as appears from the practice of the Church 


* of 
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te of England, is, in any wiſe, to be re- 
e tained, in the Church; as moſt agreeable 
„ with the 2n/i:tution of Chriſt.“ Now, it 


is evident, and what all will allow, that an 


infant, a child of a week, or a month, or 
a twelve-month old, hath not any notion 
of moral good or evil; or any power of 
ſelf- determination, upon rational motives. 
And, therefore, is a ſubject, utterly inca- 
pable of having faith, or grace; that is, 
any virtuous or religious diſpoſition, wrought 
In, or communicated to, it. —— I cannot, 
therefore, ex animo; that is, honeſtly, ac- 
knowledge this propoſition; that, © by bap- 
« tiſm, as by an inſtrument, faith is con- 
« firmed, and grace increaſed,” in infants, 
to be agreeable to the word of Gop. 


Moreover; to ſay, that grace is increaſ- 
ed, in infants, by baptiſm, implies, that 
they had grace, before baptiſm; which 
ſeems (if, by grace, is meant any religious, 


or morally good, diſpoſition of mind) to 


contradi& the ninth- article, of original, or 
birth. in; which is there ſaid to be the fault, 


or corruption, of the nature of every man; 


that naturally is engendered of the offspring 
ED x 
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of Adam, and the thirteenth article, of 
works done, before the grace of Chriſl, 


I acknowledge, with gratitude, your 
moderation and candor, in patiently hear- 
ing my difficulties, and objections; with- 
out ordering me, by your peremptory com- 
mand, not to trouble you, with any more 
letters of this nature. A great deal of 
my temporal and everlaſting PW is 

depending upon the reſult. 


1 am, 


Reverend and Honoured Sir, &c, 
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Reyerend and Honoured Sir, 
NN Now fit down to write the laſt 
I letter to you, after which, I ſhall 
XX» be impatient for your anſwer. 


ARTICLE XXXVI. 


I ſhall take notice but of one article 
more; and that is the thirty fixth, which 
is expreſſed in theſe words. The book of 
* conſecration of Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 
c and ordering of Prieſts and Deacons, 
« lately ſet forth, in the time of Edward 
« the fixth, and confirmed, at the ſame 
e time, by the authority of parliament, 
* doth contain all things neceſſary to ſuch 
© conſecration, and ordering; neither hath 


Q * any 


J ( 
ce any thing, that, of itſelf, is ſuperſtiti- 
e ous, or ungodly.” 


That this book of conſecration doth con- 
tain all things, neceſſary to ſuch conſecration 
and ordering, as this book appoints, and is 
a directory of; —— will be readily allowed 
by any one; even without ever looking in- 
to the ſaid book, or knowing any thing of 
what is contained in it. But to know whe- 
ther the other part of the account, here gi- 
ven of it, that it hath not any thing, that, 
of itſelf, is ſuperſiitious and upgodly, be 
true, or not; we muſt have recourſe to the 
_ book itſelf, And here I ſhall take notice 
only of two paſſages in it; to which, I am 
inclined to think, the compilers had a par- 
ticular view, in the laſt ſentence of this ar- 
ticle. The firſt paſſage is, in the form of 
ordering the Prieſts. Receive the Holy 
&« Ghoſt, for the office and work of a Prigſ, 
in the Church of Gop, now committed 
* unto thee, by the impoſition of our 
© hands. Whoſe fins thou do'ſt forgive, 
* they are forgiven; and whoſe fins thou 
ce do'ſt retain, they are retained,” 


The 
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The ſecond is in the form of conſecrating 
of Biſhops; © receive the Holy Gh, for 
«.the office and work of a Biſhop, in the 
te Church of Gop, now committed unto 
«* thee, by the impoſition of our hands, 
« And remember that thou ſtir up the grace 
© of Gor, which is given _ by impo- 
| * ſition of our bands,” 


This amazing power, which is as high 
above the power of the Aings and emperors 
of this world; as the heavens are above the 
earth; of giving the Holy Ghoſt to every 
Prieſt, whom they ordain ; and of inveſting 
him with a power to forgive and retain, 
ins; this power, I ſay, the Biſhops 
of the Church of England aſſume, and ap- 
propriate, to their own order; as ſucceſſors 
of the apoſtles, according to what Doctor 
Whitby fays (a), © this (that is, this uſe, or 

practice, of the apoſtles, which he had been 
ſpeaking of, before) may well be deemed 
* a fit pattern for Biſhops to follow, in the 
* apoſtolical rite of confirmation, and ord:- 
nation, by laying on of hands, By which 
8 85 Q 2 & rite 


a) Commentary, &c, Ads viii. 15, 


. 

« rite, they, as ſucceſſors of the apoſiles, 
« confer the ordinary gifts of the Holy 
« Ghoſt; as the apoſiles did, the extraord:- 
« nary gifts of the ſame ſpirit.” —— What 
truth there is in this laſt aſſertion of the 
Doctor's, I ſhall conſider below. 


Doctor Sherlock, likewiſe, tells us (6) 
that © judging who ſhall be received into, 
or caſt out of, Chriſis family, which is 
called a power of remitting, or retain- 
© ing fins: Becauſe the | forgeveneſs of fins 
* is to be had, only in the communion of 
« the Church, is the higheft act of Church 
te authority, on earth. #*** And, therefore, 
e this authority is not intruſted with every 
« o9fpel-miniſter z but is committed to the 
chief governors of the Church, the Bi- 
« ſhops; who ſucceed into the ordinary 40. 

e tolical power.“ | 


Now ; ſuppoſe (for what has been, may 
be again —— ſuppoſe) any particular Bi/hep 
to be a man of a bad, moral character; to 
be proud, covetous, cruel, and revengful.; 
he is, notwithſtanding, as truly a ſucceſſor 


of 


(5) F uncral Sermon on Dr. Benjamin Calamy. 
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of the apoſiles, as the beſt of them all. 
And, therefore, he can (if this power be- 
longs to the Biſbops, as ſucceſſors of the apo- 

files) confer the Holy Ghojt on, and give 

grace to, any Prieſt, whom he ſhall ordain; 
though he be himſelf a graceleſs perſon; 

though he be himſelf deſtitute of the Holy 
Ghoſt, both of his ordinary, and extraordi- 
nary gifts; —— and can, not only forgive, 
or retain, other men's fins; but, likewiſe, 
give another power to do the ſame; —— 
though his own ſins be retained; though 
he hath never obtained the Nen of 
them, from Gop; being ſtill impenitent, 
and in the bond of iniquity. And this is 
_ agreeable with the ſenſe of the compilers, 
in the twenty ſixth article; where it is ſaid, 
that © evil miniſters do not miniſter, in their 
e own name, but in Chr:/?'s, and by his com- 
te miſſion and authority.” But whatever it is 
agreeable with, it doth not ſeem to me to 
be according 10 godlineſs; but, on the con- 
trary, to be an ungodly, as well as abſurd, 
_ doctrine, 


But, ſuppoſing that the Biſbops of the 
Church of _ are the ſucceſſors of the 


_"_ ; 


VVV 
apoſtles; I would fain know how, or by 
the help of what paſſage of ſcripture, they 
can infer the power, in queſtion, Thoſe 
words, in the book of conſecration, &c. ta- 
ken from ſcripture (c), are not the words 
of an apoſtle, but of Chriſt himſelf; which 
were ſpoken to the apoſtles. Now the Bi- 
ſhops cannot claim all that power and au- 
thority ; which belonged unto Chriſt; un- 
leſs they are ſucceſſors to him, as well as 
to the apoſtles; and are inveſted with the 
ſame offices as he was. Which I do not 
know that ever any Biſhop, popiſh, or pro- 
teſtant, pretended to be; unleſs it be the 
Pope, in ſtyling himſelf the vicar- general 
of Chriſt, here on earth. From thence, 
then, they can never infer, that they have 
this power. —— Let us try this way of rea- 
ſoning. Our Saviour ſaid, to his apoſtles, 
when he ſent them forth to preach the ge 
fel, © Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Whoſe- 
« ſoever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
ee them; and whoſeſoever ſins ye retain, they 
are retained ;” therefore, the Biſhops of the 
Church of England, as ſucceſſors of the apoſ- 
tles, have a power to confer the Holy Ghof,, 
| ON. 


(e) John xx. 22, 23. 
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on every Prigſt, whom they ordain; and to 
inveſt him with a power to forgive, and re- 
tain, fins. —— I ſay, let us try this way of 
reaſoning, in another inſtance. © Chriſt re- 
ee buked the winds; and ſaid, to the ſea, 
ce heace, be ftill. And the winds, and the 


« ſea, obeyed him; therefore the ſaid Bz- 
« ſhops, as, ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, have 


* power over the winds and Je. If 


this reaſoning will not hold, in this in- 
ſtance; neither will it, in the other. And 
I cannot but think, that the Biſbeps laying 


on of their hands, and their ſaying, receive 


the Holy Gboſt, have as little effect, as their 


rebuking the winde and the ſea, would have. 


There is one thing, which I would beg 
leave here to take notice of ; though it doth 
not directly belong to my preſent purpoſe; 
| that is, the Biſhops omitting to breathe 
upon the perſon, or perſons, to be ordain- 
ed. Which omiſſion, I cannot tell how to 
account for: Becauſe, it is ſaid, that Chri/? 


breathed upon his apoſtles; and faid unto 


them, receive ye the Holy Ghojt . Where- 
as, we have no account of his laying his 
hands upon them, 


J ſhould 
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I ſhould be glad to be ſatisfied about the 
true meaning of theſe words, - {be Holy Ghoſt, 
in this form of ordination, and conſecration, 
They are, I think, generally underſtood to 
mean, not the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt; 
who, in the jirft article, is ſaid to be the 
third perſon in the unity of the Godhead; 
and, in the ib, to be very and eternal 
God ; but the gie of the Holy Ghoſt. But 
then,” What are the gr/ts, here meant ? 
© The ordinary, or extraordinary? The 
extraordinary, that is the ſupernatural, gifts, 
or miraculous powers, of the Holy Ghoft; 
which have long fince ceaſed, in the chri- 
ian Church, the Biſhops do not pretend 
to confer, The weakneſs of ſuch a pretence 
would 'be evident, to every one, that can 
ſee, and hear. For, if ſuch gifts were con- 
ferred, they would have ſome ſenſible ef- 
fects. And, as for the ordinary gifts of 
the ſpirit; that is, the chriſtian © virtues 
or graces; good, moral religious diſpoſiti- 
ons of heart; —— it doth not appear, in 
fact, that theſe are conferred upon the per- 
ſons, ordained, or conſecrated, by virtue of 
thoſe words, and impoſition of hands, that 
| they, 
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they, who, before, were without the Holy 


Ghoſt, in this ſenſe, are, at the inſtant of 


their ordination, or conſecration, indued with 


it; and, all at once, are become, not only 
relative, but really, and perſonally holy, 
good, pious men — . Is it not ſtrange then, 
that Doctor Whitby, in the paſſage above 
quoted, ſhould poſitively aſſert it, as an al- 


lowed matter of fact, that 2he Biſhops, by 


laying on of bands, confer the ordinary gifts 


of the Holy Ghoſt: Of which, if he had 


been required to produce one inſtance, upon 


good authority, I am fatisfied, he n 


have been hard put to, to do it. 


One ſhould think, 8 to this form, 
that all, who come to be ordazned, or con- 
ſecrated, are reckoned, by the ordainers, to be 
without the Hoh Ghojt, before the impoſition 
of hands; though the perſons, to be ordain- 
ed, ſeem to have a better opinion of them- 


ſelves; when they ſay, © they truſt, they 


* are moved, by the Holy Ghoſt, to take 

e upon them their office.” For theſe words 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, ſuppoſe, that, be- 

fore, they had not the Holy Ghoſt, 


5 if 
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If we underſtand theſe words, the Holy 


| Ghoſt, in this laſt ſenſe, as ſignifying his or- 


dinary gifts, ſuch a ſudden change would, 
be ſomething mraculous, And the manner, 
in which theſe gits are ſuppoſed to be con- 
veyed, is extraordinary. For the uſual, or- 


dinary manner, as I apprehend, in which 
men are renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, 
is, by the influence, which religious truths, 
and principles, reaſons, and motives, fre- 
quently conſidered, and duly attended to, 
have upon their minds; upon the temper 


and diſpoſition of their hearts, through the 
inexplicable operation of the ſpirit of Gov: 
And to effect this change, to produce pious, 
and good affections, and diſpoſitions, in an 
unrenewed heart, takes up ſome time. I 
own a ſtrong impreſſion may, of a ſudden, 
be made, upon a man's mind, upon ſome 


occaſions; and may precede ſuch a change; 


but it is not the thing itſelf. Now if it be 
not true, that the Biſhops do, in the uſe of 
this form, confer the Holy _ or his 
gifts, ordinary, or extraordinary; then 


it is not true, in any ſenſe. And, there- 


fore, I cannot but think, that the uſing of 
it, 


. 
c 
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it, is, in them, highly preſumptuous: And 
ſhews, if not a contempt of ſacred things 


892 


at leaſt a want of that regard and reverence, 
which is due to them. 


As I have made it evident, I think, that 


the twentieth article aſcribes a power, and 
authority, to the Church, which do not be- 


long to it; ſo I ſhall here indeavour to 
ſhew, that the Biſbops, in the uſe of this 


form, in the book of conſecration, &c. do 
aſſume, to themſelves, powers, greater, than 
appears, in the new teſtament, to be ever 


given, by Chriſt, to any but his apoſtles ; = 


whoſe ſucceſſors they call themſelves, 


Indeed, our Saviour ſaid to his les, 
© receive ye the Holy Ghoſt.” And it does 


appear that they had a power of giving the 
Holy Ghoſt to others. So St. Peter and St. 


John laid their hands upon the Samaritane 
converts,and conferred upon them the gifts 


of the holy ſpirit. [Acts viti. 14, &c.] And 
St. Paul did the like, to twelve diſciples, 
at Epheſus; by prayer, and impoſition of 
hands. [Acts xix. 2, &c.] And it is highly 
provepce that all the apo/tles had ſuch an ex- 


R 2 traordi- 
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traordinary power. But there is not, in 
| ſeripture, any proof, that any other perſons 
ever had ſuch a power, in the days of the 
apoſtles; much leſs after their deceaſe, 


Permit me farther to obſerve, that none 
of the apoſtles ever uſed that authoritative, 
imperative form of ſpeech, Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, as the Biſbops, do, to every Prieſt, 
at his ordering; Herein, therefore, they 
act, as if they were above the apoſtles; or 
in ſome higher office than they were in; as 
if they were the ſucceſſors of Chriſt himſelf, 
——— which is not only - abſurd, and incon- 
ſiſtent with their profefling themſelves to be 
ſucceſſors of the apoſtles ; but, likewiſe, (if one 
might ſay ſo, without * offence) rather too 
ambitious, and aſſuming. 


So, likewiſe, is their preſuming to inveſt 
every Pric//, whom they ordain, with a 
power of remitting and retaining fins. Which 
the apoſtles never took upon them to do, 
on any occaſion whatever: That is, they 
never ſaid to thoſe, on whom they laid 
their hands, Whoſe fins, ye remit, they 
te are remitted, unto them; and whoſe fins, 

a ye 
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« ye retain, they are retained,” They ne- 
ver pretended to give this power to others: 
Nay they had it not themſelves in that high 


ſenſe, in which ſome have claimed it, ſince 
their time. 


* 


The power of forgiving and retaining 
fins, which the Biſhops, and Priefts, in the 

. Church of England, aſſume to themſelves, 
is, as they ſeem to underſtand it, and to be 
willing that others ſhould underſtand it too; 
— far ſuperior to that, which our Savi- 
our gave to his apotles; when he ſaid unto 
them, *©* Whoſeſoever ſins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and whoſeſoever 
« ſins ye retain they are retained.” A pow- 
er! which can really belong to none, but 
 Gop | himſelf; and him, to whom Gop 
hath given all power, in heaven and earth, 
As Gop is the only, ſupreme, univerſal 
law-giver, and governour, of the world; 
as all men are under law to him, and bound 
by it, that is the law of their creation, the 
moral law; which he hath written upon 

their hearts; he only can have an original, 
underived power, and authority, to forgive 
fin ; that 15 to remit the puniſhment, an- 
nexed, 


727: TS 2 VL. 
nexed, by the law, to the tranſgreſſion of 
it; or to free and releaſe the tranſgreſſor, 
from the evil; to which he, by his tranſgreſ- 
ſion, had ſubjected himſelf ; and which, ac- 
cording to juſtice, and the ſtrict execution 
of the law, he might have ſuffered. —— 
This power, I ſay, belongs originally, to 
Gop only. Nor is it poſſible for us to dif. 
cover, by reaſon, or the light of nature, 
that he hath delegated any one, or more, 
under him; and inveſted him, or them, 
with authority to forgive /ms, in the ſenſe, 
now defined. Which, I think, is the only 
true, and proper ſenſe; Becauſe Gop's do- 
ing ſo, depends intirely, upon his free will 
and pleaſure. The diſeovery of this, there- 
fore, muſt be made, if made at all, by re- 
velation. 


When our Saviour Cad, to the man, taken 
with the palſy, man, thy fins are forgiven 
thee, the Scribes and Phariſees began to 
reaſon, ſaying, Who is this, which fpeaketh 
blaſphemies? And their reaſoning would cer- 
tainly have been juſt, if Chriſt had not been 
inveſtcd of Gop, with power 70 forgive fin. 


Whoever, therefore, on earth, claims ſuch 
a power 
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a power, he muſt, to make good his claim, 


produce his commiſſion from heaven, he 
muſt bring with him, ſtrong and clear teſti- 
monials, and evidences, that this power is 
.committed to him, of Gop; which never 
any one yet did, but Teſus of Nazareth. 
To ſhew to thoſe men, who had charged 
him with blaſphemy, that he had power on 
earth to forgive fins, he ſaid to the ſick of 


the pally, (d) I ſay unto thee ariſe, take up 


thy couch, and go into thy houſe; and im- 
mediately be aroſe, and took up that whereon 
be lay. And, as he proved, by working 
miracles, that he had power, on earth, to 
forgive fins; ſo Gop raiſed him from the 
dead, and exalted him with bis right hand, 
to be @ Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
| repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of fins. 
Hie hath the hey of David. He openeth, and 
no man ſhuteth; and ſhuteth, and no man 


openeth. 


Let us then conſider, in what ſenſe, we 


are to underſtand theſe words of Chriſt, 
Whoſe fins ye remit, &c. They were ſpok- 


en, by him, ſome time after his reſurrecti- 


on, 


(4) Luke V. 


— — * 
n METS. - - — 4 
- - 7 — — — od _ 
2 — 2 — — 7 
_— F 


nn ; 
— — — — 5 
- —ͤ—k—2———— ——— ͤ ä6—4—— — —— — — 
— I — = 
. ny ney es Eb. 45 22 
— tl — — — 
—— — — 3 Ck 
— — * — — 5 


— — 
FW Am Fes 
„ * 


_—_——k__p_— — —bʃe—— 
— — er} — 


„ale N —— 
F ̃ ˙ . ET ET 
5 
* 2 


LETT kn vr. 
on, and I think the true meaning of them 


will beſt appear, from ſome other paſſages, 


where we have an account of the commiſ- 
ſion, or charge, which Chriſt gave them, as 


his apofiles, between his reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion; during which time, he, through the 


Holy Ghoſt, gave commandments to the apoſ- 
tles, whom he had choſen ; for their direction 
and inſtruction, in the diſcharge of their 
apoſtleſhip; and likewiſe, from thoſe paſſa- 


ges, which give us an account of the man- 
ner, in which they did diſcharge it, after 
his aſcenſion; in purſuance of the orders, 


and inſtructions, that they had received, 
from their Lord and Maſter. For they were 
to teach men to obſerve all things, whatſoever 


be had commanded thetn. 


Saint Mark tells us (e) how ce he appear- 
« ed to them, while they were at meat, 
« and faid unto them, Go ye into all the 


„world, and preach the goſpel, to every 
« creature.” And what this goſpel was, 
in ſhort, we are told, in the next verſe. 


« He, that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 


<« be faved; but he, that believeth not, ſhall 


cc ebe 
le) Mark xvi. 15. 


be damned,” Which implies, that the 
fins of the former ſhoul d be tte i; | 


and the fins of the latter, retained; In an- 
other place (/) it is ſaid, that © he open- 
«ed their underſtanding, that they might 


e underſtand the ſcriptures, and ſaid unto 


« them, thus it is written, and thus it be- 
% hoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe again, 
« the third day; and that repentance, and 


« remiflion of fins, ſhould be preached, in 


« his name; among all nations, beginning 
e at Jeruſalem.” In bis name, that i is, by his 


authority, in obedience to his command; 


as his apoſtles and miniſters. 


Now; let us ſee how the apoſtles diſ- 
charged their office, in obedience to their 
Lord and Maſter. Of this, we have an 
account, in the hiſtory of their acts. — 
Peter preaching to the people, at Jeruſalem, 
exhorted them (g) to repent, - and to be 
1 that their /ins might be blotted 

He likewiſe, aſſured the high-prieſt, 


with the rulers and elders, (Y) that there is 


8 none 


(f) Luke xxiv. 45, 46, 47. 
g) AQs iii. 19. 
(5) Acts iv. 12. 


—— 5 — — — 
/ . Ad ets 


LY 


— - k wa #5, 
3 : p 4 = 
» 2 — 


d, wy + * 
11 
. 1 4 IJ 
11 1 
1 
: * 
FL L j 
1 {$5 
6.79 : i 
} F | 4 
: TY 
317 8: 
| : 
A - 
\ 2. 
5 ; (Ss 19 
1 77 Ba. 
q : 
l 1 15 
41:8 4 
8 j$ 
- | 
4H AS 
3% 14 
P1918 Uh 
. 5 J 
414) | 
: 4 
4 K x3 
47 I ©. 
{1 948 (1 
\F: y 
nn 
1 * 
3: . * 
991 , 
: 2 
: 4+ + 
1; 1438 | 
a | : 
14 + HY 
t 1 
1 
" N 
; 3 
1 . 
4 » 
/ 113 5 
14 HEE 7 
13 73 
4: : 
\ 50 ; . 
i WFA8 2 
114 f f 
1 
1 
i Fs 7 
fi 8 
4 
ig 
1 7 
i 37 
1 
4 : 1 A 
J f 47 
C 
? | 
17 g 
Wt 
/ « 
[ 4 j 
| 17 . 
. 14 
1 145 
114 
. 
4 - 
2 : 
. 
i 4 
. 
4 = 
14 
os 
ig . 
1 
1 
Wii 
* * 
- I& TFT 
if 18 
1 
1 . 
1 
[1 « 4H "35 
Fi 12 
1 
* 
32 * 
EY 
19 
114 
1 
bl 


* 292323 
5 =? * * 
— — 


t2b IL © TT: 3: 8 VE 
none other name, under heaven, given, 
among men, whereby they could be ſaved; 

and, in that place before quoted, he tells the 
ſame perſons, that Chri/t was exalted 7o be 4 
Prince, and a Saviour, to give repentance 
10 Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of fins. —=— To 
the ſame purpoſe is what Saint Paul preach- 
ed, to the people, at Antioch (i). © Be it 
* known unto you, therefore, men and 
_ *© brethren, that, through this man, is 
« preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins, 
* And, by him, all, that believe, are juſ- 


e tified, from all things; from which, ye 


could not be juſtified, by the law of Mo- 
ce fes. " 


From theſe texts of ſcripture, it evident- 
ly appears, that the commiſſion, or autho- 
rity, which the apoſtles received, from 
_ Chriſt, was only to preach the goſpel. The 
ſum and ſubſtance of which, is, according 
to their preaching, * repentance toward, 
* Gop, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
« Chri/i;” to publiſh the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation, through Chriſt, to all the world 
declaring to all, Gentiles as well as Jews, 

a « that 


(i) Ads xni. 38, 39. 
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ee that whoever repented, and believed in 


* him, their ſins ſhould be forgiven, a and 
te they ſhould be ſaved.” | 


They were, indeed, endued with power 
from on high, and did work miracles, to 
prove the truth of their doctrine, and their 
being ſent, by Chriſt, to preach it ; but not 
to prove that they had a power to forgive 
ſins, as he himſelf did. Nor did any one of 
them preach forgiveneſs, in his own name, 
We do not find, that any one of them ever 
| faid to any, IJ abſolve thee, or I forgive thee. 
The meaning, therefore, of that paſſage, 
in Saint Jobn, is, that, whoſeſoever ſins 
« they ſhould declare, according to Chriſi's 
c jnſtructions, and as his miniſters, to be 
« forgiven, they ſhould be forgiven; and 
ee whoſeſoever fins they ſhould thus declare 
« to be retained, they ſhould be retained ; 
“Or, that whoever complied with the terms, 
« of the goſpel, publiſhed by them; and in 
ee which they had been inſtructed by Chriſt, 
e their fins ſhould be forgiven, and whoſo- 
te yer would not, their ſins ſhould be re- 
« tained (4). 


„ But, 
(4) Aliter teladar dicitur de . aliter de Deo, 
9 in loc. 


. 


But, though the apoſtles had not power 
to forgive ſin, yet they had an authority, 
properly ſpeaking, to preach the doctrine 
of forgiveneſs, upon repentance ; Becauſe 
they were, by Chriſt, conſtituted the firſt 
preachers of it, to the world, to eus, and 
Gentiles. And in confirmatjon of their miſ. 
ſion, they had, as I obſerved before, a po- 
er of working miracles.  * Gon bearing 
them witneſs, both with ſigns, and won- 
« ders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
ce of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
„e will.” —— But now, fince this doctrine 


hath been revealed to us, in the goſpel; to 


declare to any one, that, if he doth repent 
of his ſins, they are forgiven him; if he 
doth not, that they : are retained ; implies in 
it, nothing at all, of authority, or power in 
any ſenſe. Any one, ſurely, may now declare 
this, upon the authority of the word of Gov, 


What remains, farther to be copſidered, 
is, in what ſenſe the Clergy of the Church 
of England do underſtand theſe words, 
hoſe fins thou dojt forgive, they are forgi- 
ven; and whoſe fins thou doſt retain, they 

are 


* 
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are retained; when pronounced, at the or- 


dering of a prieſt; and what is that power 
and authority, which he is ſuppoſed to be in- 
veſted with, in conſequence, or by virtue of 


the pronunciation of them, and the impoſi- 


tion of hands. Now this will beſt appear 
from the form of abſolution, in the order for 

the viſitation of the fick. After the ſick per- 
ſon's profeſſion of his belief of the articles of 
the apoſtles creed, and confeſſion of bis fins, 


the prieſt is ordered to abſolve him (if be 


. * nig de res it) in this fort, 


Of the ſick perſon 8 humbly and heartily de- 
pins it, 1 think there can be no doubt, if he 


really believes, that the prieſt can, effectu- 


ally, abſolve him; and that his abſolution will 
be ratified in heaven. Then follows the 
form of abſolution, in theſe words. Our 
te Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath left power to 
* his church, to abſolve all finners, who tru- 
te ly repent, and believe in him, - 
te great mercy, forgive thee thine offences. 
* And, by his autherity, committed to me, I 
ec abſolve thee, from all thy ſins. In the 


te name of the Father, and of the Son, and 


f* of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
Here 


of his 


n 
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Here, I think, the prieſt exalts himſelf, far 
above the apoſtles. We never hear them talk- 
ing of. any power, which they had, to forgive 
fin, or to abſolve the ſinner. They only 
preached repentance and remiſſion of fin, in 
the name of Chri/?; as was before obſerved. 
But the clergy, not only the Romiſo; but like- 
wiſe the Engliſh, Proteſtant, Clergy, have 
gone beyond this. Here they pretend, that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath left power, to the 
Church, (that is, to the clergy ; for ſo, I ſup- 
poſe, the word, Church, is here to be under- 


_ „though the Church, in the ' nineteenth 


article, is defined to be, a congregation of faith- 
ju men, &c, But here the Clergy are repre- 
ſented, as having a power from Chriſt) 10 ab- 
ſolve all finners, who truly repent, and believe 
in him,——In theſe words is plainly enough 
implied, if they have any meaning at all, 
ſomething, that is very ſtrange, ſomething 
contrary to the plain, expreſs declarations of 
the goſpel ; namely, that, though a ſinner 
doth truly repent, and believe in Chriſt, yet 
his fins are not pardoned, till he is abſolved 
by the Church; and that the abſolution of the 

| aha. is one neceſſary condition of the forgive- 
neſs 
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neſs of fin; and, conſequently, of falvation. 
For if, when a ſinner truly repents, and be- 
lieves in Chriſt, his ſins are thereupon for- 
given, and he is zf/o facto abſolved; as the 
goſpel teaches us; then the abfolution of the 
prieſt is a mere pretence, and ſignifies no- 
thing. The prieſt doth not, he cannot ab- 
ſolve him; becauſe he is already abſolved, 
from all bis fins; being ſuppoſed to be a true 
penitent. If he be not, his fins are ſtill e- 
tained; though the church, or the preefi, 
ſhould pretend to abſolve him. 


In what light, then, are we to conſider 
what follows, And, by his authority, com- 
ce mitted to me, I abſolve thee.” Here, the 

prigſt, unconditionally, and poſitively, 462 
| ſolves the ſick perſon ; or pretends to abſolve 
him'; though he had been, in the whole 
courſe of his life, until then, ever ſo wicked. 
For the order, for the viſſtation, is the ſame, 
as to all ſick perſons ; without any regard to 
their paſt life, and character. ——Is not this 
a meer farce and mockery ? which is of no 
more force, hath no more effect, than if one 
criminal ſhould ſay to his fellow-criminals, 
faſt ſhut up, with him, in the ſame priſon, 
LI ab- 
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<« abſolve you from all your crimes, fot 


8 pardoned. » Is not this trifling with Gop, 


poſe the chriflian religion, and the minifters 
of the goſpel, to contetnpt, more than the 


Sir, you will excuſe my watmth here. For 
a a poor, miſerable finner, to fland up; and 
with a grave countenance, and haughty tone, 


/ not ſo great a ſinner, as himſelf) By the autho- 
rity of Chriſt, committed unto ine, T abſolve thee 
from all thy fins, is——What? —— I am 


which i it deſerves. 


if firmly believed, and univerſally entertain- 
ed, would give them an abſolute dominion over 
b the fortunes, and lives, of the laity. And, 

very likely, it was, with a view of obtaining 
ſuch a dominion ; that they have laid claim to 
ſuch a monſtrous power, Who would dare to 
reſiſt, or any way provoke, this huge, Church- 

Leviathan? Who would refuſe to do, or to 


e which you are impriſoned ; they are all 


and with the ſouls of men? It is not in the 
power of all the deifts, in the world, to ex- 


clergy do, hereby, expoſe them. —!l hope, 


tell his fellow-ſinrier, (though ſometimes 


really unwilling to give it the hard natne, 


mm ew b oe ws = fc a woe = 


The notion of uch a power, in the clergy, 


give, 
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pive, any thing, to obtain, and ſecure, the 
fayour of one, whom he thought, had power 
to let him into, or ſhut him out of, heaven; 


to fix his ſtate of happineſs, or miſery, for- 
ever, as he pleaſed; but there is no ſuch 


power, on earth. No! The obtaining the 


forgiveneſs of our fins, and the favour of Gop 


Almighty, doth not, bleſſed be his name, de- 


pend upon the will and pleaſure of any pri, 


or number of priefls.. Cbriſt hath, in his 


goſpel, unalterably ſettled and eſtabliſhed, the 


conditions of our forgiveneſs. And let him, 


that can, ſhew that the abſolution of a prieſt 


is one of them, And, if this cannot be 


ſhewn, but the contrary is certain, and evi- 
dent; then ſuch abſolution is all ludus, et jocus, 
but very profane, and of very dangerous 
conſequence. | 


From what has been faid, upon the two 
paſſages, in the book of conſecration, &c. above 
quoted; it ſeems evident to me, that there 


is ſomething in itſelf zrngodly, in the ſaid 
book, And, therefore, I cannot, ex animo, 


ſubſcribe to that article; which ſays there is 
not any ſuch thing, in it. 
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nf any, in defedee, or + eels, of the Bi. 
Hops, and in anſwer to the remarks, above 
made, on thoſe paſſages, ſhould ſay, * that 
"a they (the Biſhops) do not, themſelves, be- 
e lieve, that they do really give the Holy 
* Ghoſt, in any ſenſe; or a power to forgive, 
© or retäin, fins, to a man, when they er- 
« dain, or make, him à 'Prief, but aſe theſe 
« words, receive the Holy Gb, &c. only as 
* preſeribed form, made ready to their 
« hands, and of long ſtanding. This, 
I think, would not be in their favour; but 
would rather be a ſeyere nano: __ 
againſt them, | 


Thus, Sir, I have laid before you one great 
objection, that I have, againſt entering in- 
to orders; namely, © that this cannot be 
re done, without ee ard prone bb: nine 
W articles,” 

Though you were ſo good, as to allow 
me the liberty, of declaring the real ſenti- 
ments of my mind, to you, freely, and with- 
out reſerve; to lay my objections as ſtrong 
as I could ; ; and to urge them, as far as 1 

thought 
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thought they would fairly go; — yet I 
know not, whether I have always preſerved 
that decency, and propriety, in my addreſs ta 
you, which I ought to have done; and ſhewn 
that reſpe& to your character; and the rela- 
tion, that is between us, which they deſerve. 
If I have not, the only apology I can make, 
for this my defect, is, that I could not always 
carry theſe in my thoughts, and have them 
preſent to my mind; eſpecially when I was 
moſt intent upon. my ſubject; and ſomewhat 
affected with it. And, if I have offended, 
in this reſpe&, Sir, I heartily aſk your par- 
don. But, whatever freedom I have uſed 
with you, I have uſed none with my ſubject. 
— lam not ſenſible, that I have puſhed 
my objection farther than it will fairly go; 
or laid more ſtreſs upon it, than it will bear. 
And thoſe paſſages, in the articles, upon 
which I bave made any remarks, I have ta- 
ken, Ithink, in their true ſenſe ; that is, as 
in all other writings, the ſenſe, intended by 
the authors; and am not conſcious ta myſelf, 
of having wreſted, or given a wrong turn to, 
or drawn a forced inference from, any one 
ſentence in them. I have given you the 
reaſons why 1 cannot ſubſcrive them, hane/t- 
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ly, and with 4 good conſcience. And againſt 


my conſcience, againſt the convictions of my 
own rgind, 2 would not do it, for all the 


world. 


"F have my daily failings, ſome able, 
ſome deviations from the ſtrict rule of my 


duty to charge myſelf with, before Gop, eve- 
ty evening. Yet, as I have to do with a 
merciful Gon, who hath, in the goſpel, pro- 
miſed forgiveneſs to the humble, fincere pe- 


nitent; and have an advocate, at his right 


hand, I can now think, and meditate, with 
pleaſure, on Him, who is the Father of my 
ſpirit : — 


The higheſt exerciſe, and nobleſt 
employment, that any created mind can be 
engaged in! It rejoices my heart to think, 


that the adminiſtration of the univerſe is in 


the hands of an infinitely, and unchangeably, 


good, wiſe, and powerful Being; that my 


conſtant, intire dependence is upon him ; that 
1 may, with the greateſt ſafety, rely on his 
power to protect, his wiſdom to guide, and 
his goodneſs to befriend me; through the 
whole of my duration, in this, and in ano- 
ther world. I can, now, lift up mine eyes to 
heaven. I can, now, go to Gop, the au- 

thox 
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thor of all good, and the kind parent of all 
his rational offspring ; and, with ſome de- 
gree of faith and hope, make my addreſſes 
to him. I can, now, be alone, without 
diſmal, gloomy apprehenſions. Nor do I 
think myſelf lonely, and deſolate; though 
I fee not the face, nor hear the voice, of 
man. I can retire, and commune with Gop, 
and my own heart, And thoſe hours of my 
life, which J have ſpent in ſecret, have 
been the moſt delightful, of any, in the 
whole courſe of it, Now, I bleſs Gop, I 
am not in bondage, through fear of Death. 
1 can look forward to the period of my lite ; 
and think on the diſſolution of my frame; ; 
without any uneaſineſs ; hoping, and truſt- 
ing, in Gop; that, when 1 am entering 
the dark paſſage, out of time, into eternity, 
his preſence will then be with me; to light 
my ſoul through it; and that he will give 
his miniſters of grace, charge of my depart- 
ing ſpirit; to convey it to thoſe bleſſed 
manſions, which Chriſt is gone before, to 
prepare, in his father's houſe. At pre- 
ſent, this is the ſtate of my mind; which 
is attended with ſuch inward light and 
peace, ſuch comfort and ſatisfaction of 
heart; 
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heart ; that nothing, within the whole com- 
paſs of Gov's creation, can compenſate the 
loſs of them. I muſt, therefore, be wholly 
abandoned, and forſaken. of Gop (which 1 
truſt I never ſhall be) to part with theſe, for 
the ſake of a paultry living. And ſuch in 
compariſon with theſe, is the Arch-biſhop- 
rick of Canterbury, to be conſidered. 


And part with theſe I muſt, were I to 
Jubſcribe ; while I have the ſame notion of 
Subſcribing, as I now have. They would 
ſoon leave my guilty, polluted breaſt, and 
fly away. Then darkneſs, confuſion, and 
perplexity, would immediately come, in 
their room; and take poſſeſſion of it. Self- 
diflike, remorſe, and fear, would diſtract, 
and rend, my ſoul. For I could not help 
conſidering myſelf, as having departed from 
God; renounced all intereſt in his favour ; 
turned my back upon heaven; and my face 
towards hell and deſtruction, T ſhould then; 
—— oh horrid ftate of mind! — Be 
afraid of Gop, of the author of my being, 
of the Almighty, who hath an abſolute. 
power over me; and is able, to deſtroy both 


7. and body in hell, J ſhould not be 
able 
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able to make any application to the Gov «f 
my. life, to the father of mercies, till J had 
repented of what 1 had done. I ſhould not 
have courage to look into my own heart, 1 
ſhould be afraid of my own conſcience, hat 
Go within me, Nor could I bear to think 
on my latter end ; on the judgment of the 
great day; and the ſentence, that ſhall then 
be. paſt, on the righteous, and the wicked, 
—— But no more of this diſagreeable ſup- 
poſition. In what I have juſt now 
wrote, es to the ſentiments, and ap- 
prehenſions, of my own heart; J have uſed 
the more freedom; as I know I am writing 
to one, who will not put any hard, unfa- 
vourable conſtruction upon it. 


of | a 1 out theſe letters, and eſpe- 
cially this 4, to ſo great a length, that I 
am afraid, I have tired your patience. 
Therefore, to make what haſte I can, to 
a concluſion, I ſhall but juſt mention ano- 
ther oljection, againſt my conforming, | as a 
clergyman, 


You ſay, Sir, in your . that . after 
« all, that hath been offered, by the Diſ⸗ 
« ſenters, 
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A enters, againſt our eccigſiaſlical conſtitution, 
they have not been able to make it ap- 
* pear, that thete is any thing in it, that 
« hath, in itſelf, a tendency to fruſtrate the 


«end and defign of the appointment of the 


te chriſtian miniſtry ;” —— plainly intimat- 
ing, thereby, that if any ſuch thing could 
be made to appear, it would be a good and 


| ſufficient reaſon | (ne n at bows 


as a miniſter, 


0 


Now, che end of this appointment being 


to inſtruct men, in the whole will, and 
cCounſel of Gop, as revealed in the goſpel; 


to guide them, by theit doctrine; and lead 
them by their example; in the way to hea- 


ven; and to exhort, and preſs them, to 


walk ſteddily in it, to the end; and ſo ſe- 
cure their eternal ſalvation, — whatever 


tends to deſtroy, or weaken, the principles 
of religion, in the human mind; to cor- 


rupt men's hearts; 'to countenance them, 
and make them eaſy in their fins; or to 


hinder, wholly, or in part, the great mo- 
tives to a holy life, ſet before them, in the 


goſpel, from having their proper influence, 


£2] and effect, upon their hearts and lives; —— 


that 
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that muſt, evidently, have a tendency, in 
the ſame degree, to fruſtrate the end and 
deſign of the goſpel miniſiry. And * that 


ee there are ſome things, in the very conſti tu- 


tion of the Church of England, that have 
is my ſecond objection a- 


« this tendency,” 
gainſt my being ordained a miniſter, in that 
Church. Which if I can ſhew, (as I think, 
I can) in ſeveral particulars, to be the truth 
of the caſe, my objection mult be allowed 
to be good, 


another time, for the reaſon above mention- 


ed. And becauſe I ſhould chooſe, if you 


pleaſe, to have your anſiver to my firſt ob- 
jection, before I enter upon the ſecond, That 
favour, I deſire, as ſoon as conveniently may 
be. —— Which will greatly oblige, 


Honoured and Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt dutiful, 
| moſt obedient Servant, 


* 


H. M. 


For 1 


But this I ſhall defer, to 
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From the UN LE. 


Dear Coukin, 


KO Have read all your letters, once 
& 1 over, and ſhall ſoon give them 
55 another reading. I wiſh you had 
proceeded to the proſecution of your ſecond 
objection; and produced the particular in- 
ſtances, which (you think) will prove the 
«truth of what is aſſerted in it. Which if 
they really do, I will allow it to be unan- 
ſwerable. —— My reaſon for wiſhing ſo, 
is, becauſe my anſwering your fir/t objecti- 
on, ſuppoſing I ſhould do it, to your intire 
ſatisfaction, would be to no purpoſe ; at leaſt, 
it would not anſwer my end; unleſs 1 
ſhould meet with the ſame facceſs, in my 
attempt to anſwer your. ſecond; or any o- 
1 ther, that you may have. For, till they are 
1 all anferes, you would {till have the fame, 
_ = general 
| 
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general reaſon, againſt conforming, as you 
now have; namely, © that you could not do 
e jt with the intire approbation of your own . 
ce mind.” And, whether I ſhould, or not, 
is to me uncertain, For what may ſeem to 
me, to be a ſufficient anſwer, may not be 
ſo, in your opinion, or judgment. I would, 
therefore, have you produce all your objef7:- 
ons, together with your reaſons, in proof, 
and ſupport of them. And, when I have 
them all before me, I will, if my health 
permit, ſit down to confider them with at- 
tention. And, I aſſure you, with imparti- 
ality. And will let you know my thoughts 
upon them. 


As to your firſt objection, which you have 
urged ; —— in anſwer to it, I will not un- 
dertake to prove, that all, and every one, 
of the thirty nine articles are agreeable to the 
word of Gop; becauſe, I am ſure I ſhould 
fail in the undertaking, _ But, if I make it 
appear, that a man may honeſtly ſubſcribe 
them, though he doth not believe them to 
be ſo; you will, then, I ſuppoſe, own the 
objefion to be fully anſwered; and this dif- 
ficulty to be removed. I acknowledge you 
3 | have 


18 l. K T r u. 


have ſet ſome things, in a different light, 
from what they ever appeared in, to 
me, before. And, if, upon farther conſi- 
deration, I am convinced that they are ſet 
in a true light, I ſhall .freely own it to 
you; and be. ready to do ſo, to all the 
world, 


; You apprehend you have not puſhed your 

objeetion farther, than it will fairly go. Whe- 

ther you have, or not, I ſhall conſider, 
when 1 have heard farther from you. But 
have you not, in ſome parts of your /efters, 
taken more liberty, than you needed to have 
done; barely to inforce yqur objefFion, I 
do not mean with reſpe& to myſelf, but to 
the eccleſiaſtical eftabli ſhment of the nation ; 
and the clergy, in n general. 


However, I was much pleaſed, in reading 
your letters, to obſetve, that ſerious turn 
of mind, that reverence of Gop, and that 
ſtrict, conſcientious regard to your duty; 
which, without affectation, are diſcovered, 
through the whole of them. At which, I 
am the more rejoiced, as I have contributed 
ſomething towards the forming, and ſettling, 

: | ; 18 
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in you, fuch a happy temper and diſpoſiti- 
on of ſoul. . And I congratulate myſelf 


upon it. I may ſay as Seneca doth, to 
ins Tucilius (a). 


| ; Aſera te mibi. Meum opus es. 


. 


Whatever your final determination may 
be, about taking orders, go on to cultivate, 
cheriſh, and improve every pious, every 
good, affection, in your heart, as the ſame 
divine author exhorts his friend, 


41 bonam mentem, magno eurſu, ac totis viribus, tende. 


Or (to uſe the expreſſion of a more divine 
author to the ſame purpoſe) reaching forth 
unto the things, which are before, preſs toward 
the mark, —— And Gop Almighty will be 
with Ju, and bleſs you. 


J. M. 


P O 5 2. 
(a) Epiſtol. xxxiv. 
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] defire you would be as expeditious, 
as you can, in drawing up your objed1ons, 


and ſending them to me. For, about the 


latter end of next month, I purpoſe, Gop 
willing, to go the journey; which, you 
know, the diſcharge of my duty * me 


3 take, yearly. 


Farewel, my dear aha. and the 
bleſſing of Gop be with yu forever | 
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HOUGH it be but of little ſig- 
T 5 nificancy to the public, to know, 
XX how the original letters, from 
| which theſe were copied, came into my 
hands; yet I am willing to ſatisfy the curi- 
ous reader, in this point; by informing 
him, that they were put into my hands, in 
order to publiſh them, if 1 thought proper 
to do it, by an intimate friend of mine, fon 
to the gentleman, mentioned in the begin- 
ning of the firſt letter; and who was the 
elder, and ſurvivor, of the two brothers. I 
was not at liberty to ſet down the names, 
ſubſcribed to the /erters in full; being un- 
der an engagement to conceal them, Nor 

was 


in A PL E:NiDT X, 

was I allowed to date them. Except- 
ing theſe two omiſſions, and leaving out the 

accounts of two private family affairs, in the 
beginning of the fr/ "letter, theſe here are 

exact copies. 


| When I had read the letters over, I found 
that the correſpondence was not carried on, 
ſo far, as it appears, from them, it was de- 
ſigned to be. I therefore aſked my friend, 
whether he was ſure he had no more /etters 
by him, relating to the ſame ſubject. He 
told me he was; for that the uncle, a few 
days after he had wrote his ſecond letter, 
the laſt of theſe, was ſeized with a violent 
diſorder, which ſoon carried him off: And 
that the nephew, died within two years af- 
ter him. But, when I expreſſed ſome con- 
cern, upon his giving me this account, he 
farther told me, that, among the papers of 
the latter, which were then in his cuſtody, 
there was a ſheet, which contained ſome 
looſe hints, and indigeſted materials, which 
he ſuppoſed were deſigned, when connect- 
ed, and put into proper order, to form the 
ſecond objefion, mentioned at the end of 
the fxth letter, as they all related to it. 
And 
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And this, likewiſe, my friend, upon my 
deſiring him to favour me with a fight of it, 
was fo kind as to put it into my hands, gi- 
ving me liberty to do with it, what I 
thought fit. I have looked over it, but 
what uſe to make of it, I am not yet de- 


termined, in my own mind, nor ſhall be, 


till I ſee what reception theſe papers meet 


with, and what notice is taken of them, by 


thoſe,” whom it principally concerns to 
conſider the ſubject of them. 


The young gentleman, the writer of the 
fix letters, ſeems to have been, in every re- 
ſpect, well qualiſied, in himſelf, for diſ- 
charging the miniſterial office, and for pro- 
moting the great and excellent deſign of it. 
And it muſt, I ſhould think, raiſe a con- 


cern, in every one's mind, who wiſhes well 


to the ſucceſs of the geſßel, and the beſt in- 
tereſts of mankind, to think, that any 


thing ſhould be required, and inſiſted on, 


as a term of, or a qualification for, offici- 
ating, as a miniſter, in our eſtabliſbed Church; 

which ſuch a man could not comply with; 
without doing violence to his own conſci- 


ence: And which no man, unleſs he be- 
X lie ves 


ene 1X; 
lieves all, and every one, of the 7hirty nine 
articles to be agreeable to the word of God, 
can honeſtly comply. with. The old gentle- 
man, as much as he had ſtudied the con- 
troverſy, would perhaps, have found it as 
hard a taſk to prove, that a man may law- 
fully ſubſcribe them, in the manner and 
form required, though he doth not believe 
them to be ſo, as to prove that they are ſo. 


This requirement of ſubſcription can ex- 
clude none, from the mini/iry of the Church, 
but honeſt, upright men, who fear Gop; 
with whom the conſideration of their duty 
is of greater weight, and hath more power 
and influence over them, to determine 
them, in all their actions, than any other 
conſideration whatever; and who are likely, 
as being ſuch, moſt effectually to promote 
the end of the goſpel-mini/try, even the edi- 
Hing of the body of Cbriſt, could they be 


admitted into the ſacred office. 


As for men, who have no fear of Gop, 
before their eyes, not one religious principle 
ſubſiſting, in their hearts; but are wholly 
governed, and determined, by ſelfiſh mo- 

tives, 
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tives, and worldly views; ſubſcription is no 
bar to them. For ſuch men, the way into 
the miniſtry of the Church is open, as men 
of this character will not ſcruple to ſubſcribe 
any articles of faith, for the ſake of a be- 
nefice, and to get a livelihood, the beſt 
they can. But, ſarely, ſuch men, what- 
ever their natural, or acquired endowments 


may be, let them be men of ever ſo great 


genius, learning, and elocution, are not fit 
_ perſons to be imployed in the minz/try of the 
goſpel; while they want the main funda- 
mental qualifications for it, fear of Gop, 
and an honeſt, upright heart; Nor is it 
likely, that they will be of any uſe, or ſer- 
vice, in promoting the end of it, in any 
Church. Nay, it is to be feared, that ſuch 
men will rather promote the contrary end, 
that they will rather prejudice, than ſerve, 
the intereſt of religion; and contribute more 
to the advancing the kingdom of ſatan, than 
the kings of Chriſt, in the world, 


The good, benevolent author of our be- 
ing hath placed the true and ultimate hap- 
pineſs of man, conſidered as a rational and 
immortal creature, in his own power, in- 
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dependent of the world without him; ſo 


that, if he be wiſe for himſelf, if he be his 
own friend, his main intereſt is ſecure: In 
this no power, in the creation, viſible, or in- 


viſible, can hurt him, or hinder his hap- 
pineſs. But a mans outward {tate, and con- 


* „ 


dition, in this world, neceſſarily depends, 


in a great meaſure, on, and is greatly af- 


fected by, the behaviour and conduct of 


__ other men, with whom he hath ſome con- 


nexions natural or civil, private or public, 
In a common-wealth, for inſtance, by which, 


Il mean any form of civil government, the 


private ſtate of every member of it depends 
upon that of the public; and muſt, in ſome. 


meaſure, be affected by it. He is there- 


fore intereſted, and hath a concern, in it; ſo 
that the regard, which every man hath to 


. his own private advantage, attaches him to 
the community, ſo far, as he is ſenſible his 
| Intereſt is connected with it's intereſt. And, 


if, he is apprehenſive of any thing, that 
threatens the public weal ; he may, lawful- 
ly, apprize his fellow citizens of their dan- 
ger. He may caution them againſt it, and 


do what lies in his power (ſo he doth not 


uſe any unjuſtifiable methods, nor invade 
another 
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another man's province) to prevent it; nor 
is he to be blamed, or charged with being 
a buſy- body, if he makes uſe of this liber- 
ty, to which he hath a right, though he be 
but a private perſon, and hath no place, nor 


office, in Church, or State: And, though 


his ſtation in life be ever ſo low. He is 


imbarked. And, if the ſhip ſinks, he muſt 


go to the bottom, with the reſt, on board. 
Nay he not only may, but it is his duty 
to, do ſo; it is what his engagements, as 
a member of civil ſociety oblige him to. 
And, if he does it, from a generous, pub- 
lic ſpirit; if herein he be actuated by pa- 


triotiſm, or a love of his country, he is to 


be commended ; he 1s worthy of praiſe, 


Though a pretence to patriotiſm, J know, 
is generally laughed at ; . and made a jeſt of: 
(ſo great is our degeneracy :) And he that 
ſuppoſes that there is in truth, any ſuch 
thing among us, at preſent, is reckoned lit- 


| tle better than a 7; or, at leaſt, to know 
nothing of the world; yet I will not be a- 


ſhamed to own, that (I hope) there are ſtill 
ſome among us; whoſe breaſts are inſpired 
with this principle; who have a ſincere re- 

gard, 


AP ß 

gard, and concern for the public intereſt ; 
for the welfare, and proſperity, of their 
country. If there be not, our caſe is deſpe- 
rate indeed; and the diſſolution of the com- 
munity, of the IE Pony muſt be near 
at hand. 


Tt is true, that we are a wicked, perverſe 
generation; a people laden with iniquity, 
But there are thoſe, among us, to whom 
the conſideration of this is matter of grief 
and trouble; and who would heartily join, 
in any attempts, which have a real and vi- 
 fible tendency to promote a reformation ; and 
advance the cauſe of virtue, and religion, 
among us; and, thereby, the intereſt of the 
civil ſociety, to which they belong. It 
would be a happy thing, if thoſe, who are 
in the adminiſtration of the State, and of 
the Church, would put their heads together ; 
and conſult, what methods to uſe, what 
courſe to take; which would be moſt likely 
to anſwer this deſireable end; and unite, as 
one man, in vigorouſly and ſteddily purſu- 
ing thoſe methods. For, if they did fo, 
there is no doubt, but that Gop would 
bleſs theſe, their endeavours, and crown 
them 
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them with ſucceſs. And it would be glo- 
rious, and honourable, to themſelves. The 


preſent generation, at leaſt, of the righteous, 


would bleſs them; and their names would 


be revered, by future generations; their me- 
mory would be dear to poſterity, 


Gop ſpeaketh once, yea twife, as Elihu 
ſays, but man perceiveth it nor, We have 


had many warnings, many calls from hea- 
'ven, to repent, and reform. But how lit- 
tle have they been heeded? How little at- 

tended to, by us? When we have been un- 
der ſtrong apprehenſions of ſome public ca- 


lamity, ready to befall us; we might, in- 


deed, while in a fright, expreſs ſome con- 
cern, for having offended the righteous go- 

vernour of the world. As, when we thought 
ourſelves in danger, not long ſince, from 
the accounts, which we had, of the con- 


vulſions of nature, in this our globe, the 


ſhakings of the earth, and ſudden ſwellings 
of the waters, in ſome neighbouring coun- 
tries; and in ſome parts of our own coun- 


try; and when the public affairs of the na- 


tion were in a very uncertain, fluctuating 
Nate, before the breaking out of the pre- 
; ſent 


= nnn 8 ä 1 ey * ———— — 
: ; : — rant . = L — > ? ; n 


= — * —— = —_ fo « - — 5 —— - 2 — 
= _— — — —— — — - — — — — — . = _— - A 
- — = 8 8 N a —— wat by. Em EC RL I Co Gi petri r: 4 - 
= — * = ior — * * — * * * — a N A — — * A 2 : 5 — 3 g * * ml I mY 
_ * _ -_ 2 a] = =. p n we, „5 — Ny y ns . . 8 * * ** 
FP et ag Ts SCN IHE . SES Mr $ ; * * * — 2 — — * 5 — — —e—— — — 
r 3 e * 8 £ q — 2 8 7% _w Sant AY 4 N — — — — N 
* PI 9 PRs - Ine 8 ans ” = * — — - — — I 
* nn ad, th TM N — — - — * 
. - 
- my 6 
6 0 - — 


— 
8 
* 
2 & kt... > 
a” we — g 


— 2 — — . 3 

>. vc * 

2 . 
— 


160 A p P E N D 3 


fent war ; . which we were chen i in daily ex- 
pectation of: — At that time, we, as 


conſcious of our vile and ilf deferts, hum- 
bled ourfelves before Gop, on a day ſet a- 
part for that purpoſe, by our good King: 


and again, on another faft-day, fince the 
commencement of the war; —— praying to 
him, who judgeth in the earth, to have 
mercy upon us, and to fave us from the dan- 
gers, that threatened us. But what altera- 


tion for the better doth there appear, in our 
lives and manners? Who can diſcern any 
good effects of our obfervation of thoſe days, 


now remaining among us? On the contrary ; 


we ſeem, as to our moral and religicus cha- 
racter, to be growing worſe and worſe, and 
What this will end i in, we have great rea- 
ſon to fear. 


The ſins of the nation have been, and ſtill 


are, lamented, and complained of, by good 
men. Some have pointed out, and men- 


tioned, by name, the particular ſins which 
prevail moſt among us, and are reckoned 
the moſt heinous; and, therefore, as moſt 


likely to pull down the vengeance of heaven 


upon our guilty heads. But there is one, 
Which 
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which 1 do not remember to have been tak- 
en notice of, by any, upon this occafion ; I 
mean, the ckrgy's fubſeribing to articles, 
which they do not believe; and, in words, 
acknowledging them to be agreeable lo the 
word of Gop ; while, in their own judg- 
ments, they are perſuaded, they are not fo 
yea, while they ſcruple not to oppugn and 
confute them, when they come in their 


way, in converſation, and in the pulpit, 
This is ſuch a heinous fin, (a) both in it- 


ſelf, and in the circumſtances attending it; 
and ſo openly and frequently practiſed, that 
there are but few, if any, ſins, committed 


among us, which are more alarming; or for 


which we have more reaſon to fear the judg- 
ments of Gop upon this nation, | 


Here 1s @n order of men, ſet apart, for re- 
ligious ſervice z appointed to inſtruct others, 
| Y 1 


(a) “ To profeſs and not believe, this is high di/imalation, 
% and a horrible indignity put upon God,” Dr. Whichcof', 


Select Sermons, Part II. Serm. i. 


See the very different ſentiments, expreſſed in a Sermon, 
intitled, a defence of the ſubſcriptions, required, in the Church of 
England: Preached, before the univerſity of Cambridge, on 


the commencement ſunday, 1757. By W. S. Powell, D. D. 
Fellow of St. John's College. 
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in things pertaining to the kingdom of hea- 
ven; to preſs and exhort them to all virtue; 
and to put men in mind of this truth, that, 
without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
who, in ſtrong contradiction to all this, do 
univerſally (except here, and there, a Cal- 
viniſt) at their very entrance upon the mi- 
niſtry of the Church, what cannot be re- 
conciled with truth and honeſty, and get 
admiſſion into their office, and the poſſeſſi- 
on of what emoluments belong to it, through 
prevarication and falſhood. Why, in the 
world, ſhould not the clergy be told of their 
faults, as well as the laity? And that with 
plainneſs, while they are not aggravated be- 
yond the truth? For better never take any 
notice of them, than to palliate, or allevi- 
ate, them; or to repreſent them, as very 
excuſable. This conſideration, that a man 
is ordained to the facred office of the mini- 
ſiry in any Church, to promote the intereſts 
of virtue, and true religion, in the world, 
rather magnifies than leſſens any fault he is 
guilty of, and makes him the more deſerv- 
ing of reproof. Gop grant that both clergy 


and laity may amend, There 1 is room e- 
nough for it. 5 
te 4 | 
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e Begin, then, ye miniſters of religion; 


begin ye to reform. Do what you can to 


« avert the impending judgments of heaven; 
«to engage the Lord of Hoſts to be on our 


« fide, in the war, which we are now en- 


« gaged in: And fave us from the hands of 
© our enemies, Lead the way, ſhew a 
6e good example, and particularly remove this 
« ſtumbling block out of the way, which 
« will be the more to your honour; as it 


« is well known, that the body of the clergy 


c hardly ever yet began, or moved for, a re- 
ec formation of what wanted to be reformed, 


ee among them; but generally were againſt 


t jt, when propoſed by others.“ 


cc Till you repent, and make your re- | 
ee pentance known to the world, of this 


c your ſin; the public, open violation of the 
* ſacred obligations of truth and veracity ; 
© how can you ſtand forth; and, in public, 
© reprove other men, for their fins? Or 


how can you expect any ſucceſs in your 


© miniſtry, or hope for the _ of Gon 
upon your labours in it?“ 


[+ on 
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It is well known, that there are ſome, 
among the clergy, who think the infiſting 
upon a man's ſubſcribing to the thirty nine 
artis{cs, before he be admitted into pries 
dv i0 ee ws ori whith-tley 
would be glad to get rid of, as well as ſome 
other things, in the conſtitution of the Church; 
2:4 would, no doubt, exert themſelves to 
this purpoſe, had they encouragement to 
hope for ſucceſs, in their attempts. But 

alaſs ! Some of the gevernours of the Church 
do not ſeem to be willing, that any altera- 
er thould be made, in the conſtitution of 

; but that all things in it ſhould continue, 
as they are; or they do not care to trouble 
ee heads about theſe matters; as appears 
om their not ſhewing any regard to the ſe- 
= and earneſt applications, which were 
made to them, by the authors of the can- 
did diſquiſitions. —— Having occaſion now 
to make mention of thoſe worthy gentle- 
men, I would beg leave, by the way, to 
put them in mind, of the engagement, 
which -they brought themſelves under, to 

the public; when. they declared (I cannot 
remember the very words, but they were 
| TY tg 
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to this purport) ©* that they would not de- 


« fiſt, from puſhing on the affair, which 
te they had engaged in; 'till they had gain- 


tc ed their Las or 'till death had ſilenced 
6c them. Ft | 


| Biſhops are not ſoon moved. It is ſtrange, 


what an effect enthronization, as it is called, 


hath upon ſome of the clergy. They are 
ſoon after it, ſeized with a certain 'torpor ; 
they do not care to ſtir, unleſs it be from a 
lower See to an higher. They become in- 
active, in matters wherein the intereſt of re- 
ligion is concerned, They do not ſeem to 
give much attention to the things, which 
are Jeſus Chriſt's, It is firange did I fay ? 
It may appear. ſo at firſt ſight, but, perhaps, 
it is not very difficult to be accounted for. 


O ye fathers of the Church! Ye hi- 
e ritual lords and rulers!” ] humbly 
beſeech you; awake, awake. 
yourſelves. Stand up; —— ſtand up, like 
men, concerned for the honour of Gop, 
for the intereſt of _ and the ſalvation 
of men's ſouls, —— Let theſe engage the 
chief attention of your minds, and let moſt 


of 


— Shake 
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of your time and ſtrength be ſpent, in pro- 
moting theſe. For this is your proper pro- 
vince. At leaſt, do ſomething, for the 
good of the civil community, in return for 
the vaſt expence, which they are at, yearly, 
in maintaining you; —— for the ſupporting, 
and advancing, the cauſe of virtue and re- 
Igion among us. On the proſperous ſtate 
of which, the public weal doth chiefly de- 
pend. This is what they have a right to 
demand from you, and to inſiſt upon. But, 
if you will not, it is to be hoped the le- 
| giſlature of the nation will take into their 
conſideration, the preſent ſtate of our eſlab- 
hfſhed Church. For, till there is a reforma- 
tion made, in our ecclefiaſtical conſtitution, 
In vain ſhall we hope for a reformation of 
manners, . Us. | 


: Be that as i will; he, whoſe miniſters 
you profeſs yourſelves to be, hath demands 
upon you. He requires you to labour, in 
his vineyard. And, if you will not work, 

but ſit idle all the day long, how do you 
think to come off, in the great day of ac- 
count? How will you be able to ſtand be- 


fore the tribunal of Gop, when he ſhall 
judge 
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judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that 
man, whom he hath ordained ? If you 
now regard not what ſtate the chriſtian reli- 
gion is in, among us; whether the goſ- 
pel hath any influence, or not, upon the 
hearts and lives of thoſe, to whom it is 
preached; — if you will not be prevailed 
with, to reform what is, in itſelf, a moſt 
heinous ſin; what gives ſo great offence; 
what prejudices the intereſt of religion; and 
hinders the ſucceſs of the goſpel : —— In 
What light will theſe things appear, to you; 

when the glare of riches, when the honours 
and grandeur of this world; when the pre- 
ſent ſcene itſelf, ſhall all Aae And a 
ſcene of a different nature ſhall take place? 


Out of a ſincere love to you, to the true 
Church of Chriſt, to the community, and to 
mankind, I moſt heartily wiſh, and pray, 
that you may exert -yourſelves, with vigour, - 
towards rectifying what is amiſs; now, be- 
fore it is too late, And may the bleſſing of - 
Almighty Gop abundantly ſucceed you, —— 
and make you happy for- ever. | 
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